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ON  MACROZAMIA  SPIRALIS,  OR  BURRA  WANG  OF  NEW 
SOUTH  WALES. 

By  Geoege  Bennett,  M.D.,  F.L.S.,  &c. 

A CASE  of  poisoning  by  “Bern  Nuts”  appeared  in  the  Singleton  Times 
of  the  6th  of  September  last,  as  follows  : — ■ 

A little  girl,  three  and  a half  years  of  age,  the  daughter  of  Mr,  D. 
Morrison,  was  accidentally  poisoned  on  Friday  last,  by  eating  a species  of 
fern-nut,  a number  of  which  had  been  brought  into  town  from  the  country 
a few  days  previously.  Mr.  Morrison,  being  unaware  of  their  highly 
poisonous  properties,  gave  them  to  his  children  to  amuse  themselves  with 
by  playing  ‘‘knuckle-bows.”  A short  time  afterwards  he  observed  that 
his  little  girl,  the  subject  of  this  paragraph,  had  eaten  one  of  the  nuts, 
which  present  a very  inviting  appearance  to  any  person  unacquainted  with 
them.  She  was  suddenly  taken  very  ill — violent  vomiting,  stupor,  and  a 
yellowish  appearance  of  the  eyes,  being  amongst  the  most  noticeable 
symptoms  of  her  malady.  She  remained  in  a state  of  stupor  until  yes- 
terday, when  she  commenced  slowly  to  recover,  and  from  latest  inquiry 
we  are  glad  to  state  she  is  going  on  favorably  towards  recovery.  We 
omitted  to  mention  that  Dr.  Harcigan  was  called  in  and  prescribed  very 
active  and  judicious  remedies.  These  nuts  are  found  in  the  pineapple- 
shaped pod  which  grows  on  the  ordinary  fern.  The  pod,  which  is  green 
inside  and  red  outside,  is  formed  in  a precisely  similar  manner  to  the  pine- 
apple, being  made  up  of  layers,  inside  of  which  the  nuts  are  found.  It  is 
said  the  aboriginals  eat  them  after  the  narcotic  poison  they  contain  has  by 
some  secret  process  been  extracted. 

The  so-called  “ fern  nuts  ” were  evidently,  from  the  description, 
the  seeds  of  the  Macrozamia  spiralis,  named  by  the  aborigines  Burra- 
wang,  and  commonly  known  about  Sydney  as  the  Native  Palm. 
About  the  same  time  I received  a letter  from  Mr.  W.  C.  Brown,  dated 
Pelham  Cottage,  Singleton,  September  5,  1871,  in  which  he  says — 
“ I enclose  a nut  in  this  letter  for  your  inspection  and  report.  I 
think  it  contains  a strong  narcotic  poison,  most  probably  prussic  acid. 
Several  of  these  nuts  were  brought  in  from  the  bush  on  Friday  last. 
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and  by  negligence  or  want  of  knowledge  of  their  poisonous  properties 
got  into  the  hands  of  some  children,  one  of  whom  ate  a kernel,  and 
has  been  in  a dangerous  state  ever  since,  violent  vomiting,  stupor, 
and  yellowish  appearance  of  the  eyes  being  among  the  most  prominent 
symptoms.  I think  the  nut  comes  from  the  pineapple-shaped  fruit 
growing  on  a plant  resembling  a fern,  but  I am  not  positive  on  the 
matter.  I hope  you  will  give  your  earliest  attention  to  the  subject, 
and  thereby  prevent  another  such  unfortunate  accident,  by  making 
the  jjublic  aware  of  the  dangerous  properties  of  these  nuts.”  The  nut 
sent  was  unquestionably  that  of  Macrozamia  spiralis.  To  prevent, 
if  possible,  similar  occurrences,  I have  written  the  following  account 
of  this  plant,  and  have  also  given  illustrations,  drawn  from  nature  by 
Mr.  W.  E.  Bennett,  so  that  it  can  be  readily  recognised,  more  especi- 
ally as  many  persons  appear  to  be  ignorant  of  its  deleterious  proper- 
ties or  economical  uses.  The  Macrozamia,  of  the  order  Cycadeacese 
or  Cycads,  are  trees  or  shrubs  having  the  appearance  of  palms,  and  in 
some  particulars,  of  ferns.  At  one  time  they  were  referred  to  ferns, 
an  opinion  to  which  Linnseus  acceded.  He  was  followed  by  others, 
until  after  some  suggestions  by  Yentetat,  that  the  genera  Cycas  and 
Zamia  ought  to  form  a particular  tribe,  the  present  order  was  finally 
characterised  by  Eichard  in  1807,  with  the  observation  that  it  was 
intermediate  between  ferns  and  palms.  The  flowers  are  dioecious  (the 
male  and  female  flowers  being  on  separate  plants.)  Both  the  male 
and  female  flowers  are  borne  in  cones  composed  of  woody  scales,  with 
a truncated  six-sided  summit,  and  the  male  flowers  are  arranged  in 
tesselated  catkins  with  abrupt  scales,  the  anthers  oval,  and  sessile  at 
the  under  side  of  each  scale.  The  female  flowers  are  in  tesselated  cat- 
kins, the  scales  peltate,  fruit  two  at  the  under  side  of  each  scale.  The 
stem  beneath  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  at  a slight  elevation  above, 
is  in  shape  conical,  but  when  it  attains  a greater  elevation — which  in 
New  South  Wales  it  does  to  the  height  of  from  six  to  eight  feet-«-it 
becomes  cylindrical.  Macrozamia  is  principally  found  in  Australia, 
Southern  Africa,  and  also  in  Madagascar.  The  cone  of  Macrozamia 
is  about  half  the  size  of  a man’s  head,  and  composed  of  drupes  of 
about  the  size  of  a chesnut.  The  fossil  remains  of  Cycads  attest  their 
having  formed  a very  considerable  portion  of  the  vegetation  of  Great 
Britain.  Macrozamia  spiralis,  or  Burrawang  of  the  aborigines,  is 
abundant  about  Sydney  and  in  certain  areas  in  New  South  Wales, 
and  from  their  resemblance  in  foliage  to  palms,  are  used  in  the 
Eoman  Catholic  churches  in  New  South  Wales  on  Palm  Sun- 
day ; they  are  also  used  for  decorative  purposes.  The  plants 
are  generally  found  growing  in  rocky  and  sandy  soils.  The 
nuts  are  eaten  by  the  blacks,  but  are  principally  consumed  in 
seasons  of  scarcity,  and  produce  poisonous  effects  unless  they 
are  previously  steeped  and  washed  for  seven  or  eight  days  in  water 
and  roasted.  The  nuts  Contain  a nutritious  starch,  some  sam- 
ples of  which  were  sent  to  the  Paris  Exhibition  of  1867,  and  Mr. 
C.  Moore  informs  me  it  was  highly  spoken  of  by  some  German 
gentlemen,  interested  in  the  food  department,  who  tasted  it.  The 
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Macrozaraia  yields  also  clear  amber  colored  gum,  and  I have  often  seen 
the  cones  covered  with  it.  The  stem  underground  is  cylindrical,  and 
forms  a tuber  of  large  size,  covered  externally  with  scales  or  leaf  scars, 
and  is  in  shape  like  a huge  turnip,  and  resembles  it  also  as  being  a 
distension  of  the  stem ; the  scales  readily  peel  off.  On  the  convex 
side  it  is  covered  with  a fine  downy  or  silky  substance ; the  concave 
side  exhibits  a shining  orange  yellow  color,  resembling  very  closely 
the  scales  on  the  trunk  of  the  Xanthorrhea,  or  Yellow  gum-tree,  and 
on  the  upper  part  the  remains  of  old  fronds  may  be  observed.  The 
length  of  the  tuber  is  18  inches,  with  a circumference  of  three  feet. 
It  contains  a mucilaginous  substance  resembling  gum  tragacanth,  and, 
as  well  as  the  seeds,  contains  a large  proportion  of  starch.  On  the 
Manning  Kiver  there  grows  a very  noble  arborescent  Macrozamia, 
named  by  Dr.  F.  Mueller,  of  Victoria,  after  the  late  Sir  William 
Denison,  Macrozamia  Denisonii.  I had  previously  mentioned  in  a 
published  account  that  it  attains  the  height  of  eight  to  ten  feet, 
but  Mr.  C.  Moore  informs  me  that  it  has  been  seen  on  the 
Manning  Diver  of  the  elevation  of  twenty  and  even  thirty  feet ; 
those  I had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  when  sent  down  to  Sydney 
were  from  eight  to  ten  feet  in  height  ; they  have  magnificent 
canopies  of  fronds  at  their  tops,  bearing  some  resemblance  to  the 
arborescent  ferns.  It  is  stated  that  the  fruit  is  edible,  and  highly 
prized  by  the  aborigines.  To  render  it  innoxious  it  must  first  be 
roasted,  then  bruised,  and  afterwards  steeped  for  about  three  days  in 
water.  The  name  given  to  this  tree  by  the  aborigines  is  Kinney- 
buck. 

An  acrid  or  irritating  poison  evidently  exists  in  the  seeds  of  the 
Macrozamia  : this  property  may  be  in  the  epidermis  of  the  seed  as  in 
those  of  the  castor  oil  tree,  or  it  may  be  contained  in  the  seed  itself 
having  a deleterious  alkaloid  the  precise  nature  of  which  can  only  be 
ascertained  by  a careful  analysis.  It  has  been  found  that  when  the 
seed  in  a fresh  state  had  been  cut  up  and  given  to  fowls  it  has  been 
generally  fatal  to  them.  The  starch  prepared  from  the  Macrozamia 
would,  no  doubt,  prove  as  a commercial  article  as  valuable  as  that 
procured  from  the  Manihot  (Jatropha  manihot)  which  forms  the  cassava 
bread  and  also  tapioca.  The  juice  of  the  Manihot  is  acrid  and  poisonous, 
owing,  it  is  said,  to  the  presence  of  hydrocyanic  acid  and  probably  also 
to  an  acrid  principle,  and  contains  more  active  poisonous  properties 
than  that  which  obtains  in  Macrozamia.  The  cassava  is  made  by 
grating  fresh  roots,  squeezing  out  the  juice,  and  then  baking  into  cakes 
on  an  iron  plate,  this  process  I have  seen  used  at  the  Mauritius  some 
years  since,  when  the  Manihot  w^as  extensively  cultivated  as  food  for 
the  slaves.  The  Tapioca  is  prepared  bj  beating  the  root  into  a pulp, 
washing  it  with  cold  water,  and  then  allowing  the  fecula  to  subside 
from  the  milky  fluid  which  flows  from  it ; being  then  dried  on  heated 
plates,  it  becomes  of  a granular  form.  By  the  washing  and  heating, 
similar  to  the  starch  of  the  Macrozamia,  the  poisonous  matter  being 
both  soluble  and  volatile,  is  dissipated.  Application  has  been  recently 
made  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  to  the  Minister  for  Lands 
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from  some  gentleman  in  Victoria  to  have  the  exclusive  right  of  col 
lecting  the  Macrozamia  on  Crown  lands  for  the  purpose  of  extracting 
the  starch  from  the  tubers  and  the  remaining  fibre  for  the  manufacture 
of  paper.  This  could  not  be  granted,  more  especially  as  the  plant  when 
found  is  confined  to  comparatively  very  small  areas. 

Since  writing  the  above  account  a private  letter  has  been  re- 
ceived from  Dr.  Hartigan,  the  medical  gentleman  who  was  said  to 
have  attended  the  case  of  poisoning  alluded  to  by  the  Singleton  Times. 
He  states  “ that  on  first  visiting  the  child  he  found  it  suffer- 
ing from  congestion  of  posterior  portions  of  right  and  left  lungs, 
quick  respiration,  flushed  countenance,  pulse  120,  no  change  in  the 
pupils  of  the  eye,  or  any  other  symptoms  of  poisoning.  The  child 
recovered  under  ordinary  antiphogistic  treatment,  and  I expressed  my 
opinion  to  the  parents  that  the  nut  had  nothing  do  with  the  child’s 
illness.” 

[When  about  fourteen  years  of  age  I experienced  the  deleterious 
effects  produced  by  eating  one  of  these  nuts,  and  another  having  be^n 
eaten  by  a lady  she  suffered  so  much  from  vomiting  that  she  was  com- 
pelled to  seek  the  assistance  of  her  medical  adviser.  Vomiting  and 
the  depression,  consequent  on  it,  were  the  only  symptons  produced  in 
either  of  these  cases.  We  juveniles  used  to  call  the  nuts  “ Black- 
fellow’s  Potatoes.” — Editor.] 


STRAY  NOTES  ON  INDIGENOUS  AND  ACCLIMATIZED 
MEDICINAL  PLANTS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

By  T.  W.  Shepherd,  Esq. 

“ Hcec  sola  naturae  placuerat  esse  remedia,  parata  vulgo,  inventu  facilia,  ac 
sine  impendis.  ” — Pliny. 

I. 

Under  the  above  heading  and  motto  it  is  our  intention  to  spare  a 
monthly  page  or  two  in  order  to  bring  before  our  subscribers  such 
facts  and  inferences,  derived  from  our  own  experiences  and  peregrina- 
tions as  may  appear  of  - interest  or  utility  : premising  that  systematic 
arrangen}ent  will  not  be  attempted,  because  it  is  desired  to  notice 
medicinal  plants  which, ^ from  circumstances  that  may  from  time  to 
time  arise,  specially  occupy  public  attention,  and  by  adopting  any 
system  of  scientific  or  even  alphabetical  arrangement,  the  notes  would 
probably  extend  beyond  our  prescribed  limits,  besides  losing  the  chance 
of  seizing  the  right  moments  to  make  our  labours  welcome. 

We  further  premise  that  it  is  not  our  intention  to  specially  con- 
sider either  chemical  or  pharmaceutical  properties  or  proclivities,  but 
will  confine  ourselves  to  practical  botanical  notes  and  suggestions 
which  may  hereafter  be  gathered  together  and  arranged  by  some 
scientific  enquirer  or  explorer,  and  thus  serve  a double  purpose. 
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From  the  time  that  sin  and  sickness  entered  the  world,  —pro- 
cured by  his  folly,  man  has  regarded  the  vegetable  kingdom  as  the 
main  or  primary  source  from  which  his  supplies  are  drawn  to  appease 
his  hunger,  sustain  his  life,  support  his  strength,  relieve  his  ills,  and 
remedy  his  ailments.  Modern  science  has  indeed  in  some  instances 
substituted  mineral  medicines,  but  with  questionable  propriety,  and 
the  present  tendency  of  medical  enquiry  and  advancement  is  unmis- 
takably in  the  direction  of  returning  to  the  vegetable  for  its  remedies 
so  ancient  and  so  universal. 

It  has  often  been  suggested  and  is  a very  common  and  natural 
belief  that  natui’e  always  furnishes — in  every  country,  a vegetable 
remedy,  peculiar  to  itself,  for  every  complaint  that  humanity  may 
suffer  from,  of  a character  influenced  by  the  climate  or  other  features 
of  that  country.  This  feeling  is,  to  a certain  extent,  inherent,  and 
should  lead  us  to  search  and  strive  to  discover  the  qualities  of  our  vast, 
interesting,  and,  in  many  respects,  remarkable  flora.  Up  to  the 
present  time  scarcely  a step  has  been  taken  in  that  direction,  although 
from  the  days  of  Brown,  the  “ father  of  Australian  botany,”  down  to 
the  present  time  when  our  flora  is  under  the  sway  of  that  Prince  of 
“ Australian  Botanists,”  Dr.  F.  Mueller,  of  Victoria,  and  the  eminent 
Mr.  Bentham,  Australian  plants  have  been  well  studied  and  classified, 
so  that  at  the  present  moment  most  of  them  are  easily  identified. 

Dr.  Mueller,  and  Dr.  Woolls,  of  Parramatta,  have,  however, 
caused  some  attention  to  be  paid  to  the  properties  of  some  of  our  in- 
digenous plants,  particularly  the  very  interesting  but  perplexing  Eu- 
calyptus family. 

•In  a work  by  the  latter  gentleman,  “ A Contribution  to  the  Flora 
of  Australia,”  Sydney,  1867,  there  is  an  article  on  the  Medicinal 
plants  of  the  Parramatta  district  containing  some  very  interesting  and 
useful  information.  The  same  gentleman  has,  more  recently,  in  con- 
tributions to  the  weekly  press,  further  ventilated  the  same  subject. 

Through  the  exertions  of  these  two  gentlemen,  thorough  botanists, 
the  great  predominating  family  of  the  Australian  flora,  Myrtaceee,  has  al- 
ready begun  to  attract  the  attention  of  chemists,  and  other  scientific  men, 
both  in  Europe  and  America.  Although  interrupted  by  the  terrible 
war,  we  believe  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  French  government  to 
introduce  largely  our  finest  trees  to  their  great  colony  Algeria,  with  a 
vie  w to  the  utilization  of  their  gums,  essences,  and  other  chemical  pro- 
ducts so  surprisingly  varied,  as  well  as  their  timber,  which  surpasses, 
in  strength  and  durability,  as  hard  wood,”  that  of  all  other  countries. 

Those  “ go-a-head”  people,  the  Anglo-Americans,  have  got  their 
eyes  sharply  fixed  upon  our  forest  trees.  It  has  recently  come  to  our 
knowledge  that  it  is  intended  to  create  Australian  forests  at  various 
points  along  the  route  of  the  great  railway  stretching  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  climate,  for  the  most  part,  being  such  as  to 
promise  success  to  the  enterprize.  Indeed,  some  of  our  gums  are 
already  known  to  be  flourishing  in  California.  Shall  we,  with  all  the 
advantages  of  vast  indigenous  forests,  let  foreign  countries  be  the  first 
to  discover,  and  turn  to  account,  their  riches,  so  abundantly  and  so  in 
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vitingly  presented  to  us  Or  shall  we  now,  at  the  eleventh  hour,  bestir 
ourselves  and  endeavour  not  to  deserve  the  reproach  of  the  sluggard  1 

The  single  genus  Eucalyptus,  of  perhaps  about  forty  species,  con- 
tains, judging  from  the  odor  of  the  leaves,  a great  variety  of  essential 
oils,  a few  of  which  may  be  mentioned  as  follows,  each  odor  belonging 
to  a distinct  species  of  the  genus : — Lemon  (powerful),  Peppermint 
ditto,  Apple,  Pose,  Juniper,  Almond,  Tobacco,  &c.,  &c.,  scarcely  two 
species  being  alike  in  odor  or  other  characters.  For  instance,  the  wood  of 
one  species  will  burn  like  touch  wood,  while  another  scarcely  botani- 
cally  distinguished  from  it,  is  almost  as  fire  proof  as  platinum:  strange 
to  say,  the  colonists  have  given  to  the  latter  the  inflammable  name  of 
“ Turpentine.’’ 

This  will  conclude  our  first  chapter ; the  next  is  intended  to  be 
less  discursive,  and  will  commence  with  notes  of  particular  genera,  or 
species,  or  a natural  order  just  as  one  or  other  may  seem  to  be  appro- 
priate to  the  opportunity. 
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By  T.  J.  Oliver,  Esq. 

Bay  View  House  was  opened  by  Mr.  O.  A.  Tucker  in  November, 
1865.  This  gentleman  appears  to  have  brought  to  the  work  the 
experience  of  many  years  in  kindred  institutions  in  another  colony. 
He  was  fortunate  in  his  choice  of  locality,  and  the  judicious  expendi' 
ture  of  some  thousands  of  pounds  has  made  the  private  Asylum  what 
it  now  is,  and  as  we  saw  it  not  many  days  since,  an  establishment 
which  should  commend  itself  to  the  friends  or  guardians  of  any,  if 
such  there  be  still  in  the  crowded  wards  of  Gladesville,  having 
the  means  of  provision,  under  their  melancholy  visitations,  without 
aid  from  the  public  purse.  From  some  figures  handed  to  us,  we  find 
that  Mr.  Tucker  commenced,  as  before  stated,  in  November,  1865,  but 
it  was  not  until  after  the  passing  of  the  31st  Victoria,  No.  19,  which 
was  assented  to  on  the  17th  January,  1868,  that  the  establishment 
could  be  officially  or  legally  recognised. 

The  eleventh  clause  of  the  Act  quoted  gives  power  to  the  Goyer- 
nor  to  license  houses  for  the  reception  of  lunatics,  and  Bay  View 
House  is  licensed  for  fifty.  At  no  time,  however,  does  the  House 
appear  to  have  been  filled,  notwithstanding  the  complaints  of  over- 
crowding at  Gladesville.  On  the  31st  December  last  there  were  36 
patients,  and  on  our  visit  a few  weeks  since  there  were  44.  So  far 
back  as  March,  1866,  a recent  patient,  writing  to  the  Sydney  Morn- 
ing Herald^  said  : — 

“ The  house  is  a spacious  one ; it  is  situated  in  enclosed  ground, 
over  twenty-five  acres  in  extent.  It  commands  a splendid  view  of 
the  scenery  about  Botany  and  Cook’s  Biver,  The  ground  is  pro- 
fusely stocked  with  fruit  trees  and  shrubs,  and  the  house  is  supplied 


PRIVATE  LUNATIC  ASYLUM,  COOK’S  RIVER. 


7 


with  all  the  accessories  implied  in  the  observance  of  the  principle  of 
non-restraint,  viz.,  comfortable  beds,  large  and  well-ventilated  apart- 
ments, hot  and  cold  baths,  means  of  amusement  out  and  indoors, 
wholesome  food,  properly  prepared  and  regularly  served ; careful  and 
unremitting — but,  at  the  same  time,  inoppressive — attention  on  the 
part  of  the  assistants  ; and  the  most  scrupulous  cleanliness  pervading 
the  whole.” 

During  the  years  that  have  since  elapsed,  constant  improvements 
have  been  going  on,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  Asylum  and  all 
its  belongings  will  alford  a pleasurable  surprise  to  a visitor.  We 
have,  however,  to  do  at  present  with  the  statistical  aspect.  In  1865, 
(from  November)  there  were  admitted  only  two  patients,  one  male 
and  one  female;  in  1866,  fourteen  males  and  eight  females  were 
admitted,  ten  males  were  discharged  cured  and  two  females,  one  male 
and  one  female  were  discharged  relieved,  and  two  females  were  re- 
moved not  relieved,  and  there  were  two  deaths,  one  male  and  one 
female;  in  1867,  fourteen  males  and  six  females  were  received,  eight 
males  and  two  females  were  discharged  cured,  three  males  and  one 
feniale  relieved,  and  one  male  removed  not  relieved,  two  males  and 
two  females  removed  to  other  asylums;  in  1868,  there  were  received 
four  males  and  seven  females,  three  males  and  three  females  were  dis- 
charged cured,  two  males  and  one  female  relieved,  and  there  was  one 
death  ; in  1869,  six  males  and  twenty-eight  females  were  admitted, 
one  male  and  one  female  discharged  cured,  one  male  discharged 
relieved,  one  male  and  one  female  not  relieved,  and  two  females  died  ; 
in  1870,  seven  males  and  six  females  were  admitted,  four  males  and 
one  female  discharged  cured,  one  male  and  three  females  discharged 
relieved,  three  males  removed  not  relieved,  and  one  male  and  two 
females  died.  The  total  number  of  admissions  for  the  years  above 
given  were  forty-six  males  and  fifty-six  females  ; twenty-six  males  and 
nine  females  were  discharged  cured,  eight  males  and  six  females  were 
relieved,  five  males  and  three  females  were  discharged  not  relieved, 
three  males  and  six  females  died,  four  males  and  four  females  were 
removed  to  other  asylums.  One  male  and  thirteen  females  have  been 
received  during  the  present  year.  When  the  year  has  closed  it  will 
probably  be  necessary  to  return  to  these  figures.  In  concluding  the 
resume  of  the  information  afforded,  it  may  be  stated  that,  since  1869, 
forty  incurable  patients  have  been  received  from  Gladesville,  four  have 
died,  and  one  female  has  been  removed  ; thirty-five  still  remain. 
There  have  been  seventy-six  private  patients,  of  whom  thirty-five 
have  been  discharged  cured,  fifteen  discharged  relieved,  eight  have 
died  or  have  been  removed  to  other  asylums,  and  nine  remain  in  the 
house. 


Strychnia  Poisoning. — Bromide  of  Potassium. — Bromide  of  potassium 
in  doses  of  rather  more  than  a drachm  every  half  hour,  is  a most  effectual 
remedy  in  cases  of  poisoning  by  strychnia.  The  physiological  eflFects  of 
strychnia  and  bromides  upon  the  anterior  columns  of  the  spinal  chord  are 
directly  antagonistic. — Braithwaite’s  Betrosped  of  Medicine,  1871. 
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THE  LUNATIC  EECEPTION  HOUSE  AT  HARLINGHUEST. 

By  T.  J.  Oliver,  Esq. 

Was  established  under  the  provisions  of  the  31st  Victoria,  No. 
19,  and  to  which  dangerous  lunatics,  or  dangerous  idiots  may  be  com- 
mitted instead  of  to  the  common  gaol.  The  House  (one  of  the  bene- 
fits conferred  by  the  Martin-Parkes  ministry)  was  opened  on  the  1st 
July,  1868,  and  has  fully  realised  all  the  anticipations  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  measure.  During  the  three  years  and  upwards  that 
have  elapsed,  there  has  not  been  a death  or  a serious  casualty  of  any 
kind  although  the  patients  admitted  are  often  very  violent.  For  such 
cases  there  are  padded  rooms  or  cells  of  improved  construction.  The 
usefulness  of  the  House  might  be  increased  if  the  power  of  committal 
to  it  were  vested  in  one  instead  of  two  Justices  of  the  Peace.  As  the 
law  stands,  when  the  warrant  is  only  signed  by  one  magistrate,  the 
patient  cannot  be  received  into  the  House,  but  must  go  to  gaol.  This 
was  the  case,  it  seems,  not  many  days  since,  when  a respectable  female 
from  Newcastle  was  necessarily  refused  admission,  and  was  therefore 
consigned  to  a cell  in  Darlinghurst  Gaol,  the  very  thing  that  the  Act 
was  intended  to  prevent.  So  again  it  might  be  urged,  that  where 
there  is  evident  improvement  such  as  to  warrant  the  hope  of  early 
cure  and  discharge,  it  might  be  well  that  on  medical  certificate  to  that 
effect,  the  period  of  detention  in  the  House  might  be  enlarged.  At 
present  fourteen  days  is  the  limit,  and  however  great  the  benefit 
derived  from  care  and  treatment,  the  patient  must  then  be  removed 
to  an  asylum.  We  heard  of  a recent  case  of  a patient  who,  not  long- 
ago,  was  a respectable  member  of  society,  holding  the  position  of  a 
schoolmaster  in  the  service  of  the  Goverment,  on  whom  the  intimation 
of  his  removal  to  the  Asylum  had  a most  injurious  effect,  although 
he  had  before  been  rapidly  improving.  It  need  scarcely  be  said  that 
the  arrangements  of  the  House  are  in  every  respect  perfect.  There  is 
accommodation  for  fifteen  inmates,  but  of  course  this  is  rarely  all 
required.  At  the  time  the  writer  visited  the  House  there  were  only 
two  inmates,  one  male  and  one  female,  both  awaiting  removal  to 
Gladesville.  The  male  referred  to,  although  recently  and  for  many 
years  a gold-digger,  announced  himself  as  a Fitz-Eoy,  with  some  half 
dozen  of  the  usual  royal  prefixes,  which  he  ran  glibly  over,  declared 
himself  heir  to  the  British  throne,  and  offered  the  writer  the  post  of 
High- Admiral  of  the  Fleet  if  he  would  ‘‘  only  get  ‘ Bel  more  ’ to  dis- 
charge him  from  that  place  where  they  were  going  to  send  him.”  We 
noticed  that,  in  the  report  last  published  under  the  hand  of  the  Super- 
intendent at  Gladesville,  he  gave  great  praise  to  the  Police  for  the 
condition  in  which  unfortunate  people  were  received  at  Gladesville  ; 
from  our  inquiries  we  should  be  disposed  to  believe,  that  much  of 
this  was  due  to  those  in  charge  of  the  Reception  House.  In  a few 
days  marks  of  ill-usage,  where  there  has  been  any,  may  disappear  in 
the  process  of  cleansing  and  otherwise  tending  in  which  patients  in 
transitu  are  subjecced.  In  the  case  of  the  female  inmate  the  writer 
saw,  he  was  informed  that  she  was  received  in  such  a filthy  state  that 
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the  process  of  cleansing  was  nauseating  to  the  ordinary  attendants. 
Now,  after  a few  days,  she  presented  a wholesome  and  cleanly  appear- 
ance. The  number  of  admissions  to  the  House  has  been  about  120 
per  annum  ; this  year  the  number  will  probably  be  larger,  as  on  the 
16th  September  they  had  already  numbered '1 16.  The  House  is  under 
the  professional  supervision  of  Mr.  Aaron,  who  was  appointed  Medi- 
cal Officer  with  an  honorarium  of  £50  per  annum,  which,  however, 
has  since  been  withdrawn,  and  his  services  in  respect  of  the  Reception 
House  are  therefore  gratuitous ; but  Mr.  Fowler  has  the  constant 
superintendence,  for  which  he  has  ably  qualified  himself  in  the  course 
of  many  years’  performance  of  similar  duties,  under  very  great  disad- 
vantages, within  the  walls  of  the  gaol.  We  are  enabled  to  give  below 
some  precise  details  of  the  operations  of  the  institution  from  the  date 
of  its  opening  to  the  present  time. 


Patients  Receiver — 

From  1st  July  to  31st  December,  1868 

1st  January  to  31st  December,  1869 
1st  January  to  31st  December,  1870 
1st  January  to  31st  August,  1871 


Discharoed — 

To  Gladesville  Asylum ... 

Police  (commitment  informal) 
By  Governor’s  warrant,  cured... 


male. 

FEMALE. 

TOTAL. 

28 

20 

48 

78 

48 

126 

74 

51 

125 

75 

37 

112 

255 

156 

411 

240 

150 

390 

2 

0 

2 

11 

6 

17 

253 

156 

409 

AN  INQUIRY  AS  TO  HOW  FAR  WE  ARE  JUSTIFIED 
IN  ACCEDING  TO  A PATIENT’S  URGENT  REQUEST 
FOR  OPERATION,  UNDER  APPARENTLY  DESPE- 
RATE CIRCUMSTANCES. 

By  G.  Hogarth  Pringle,  F.R.C.S.  Edin.,  Parramatta. 

( Continued  from  jpage  374,  voL  1. ) 

We  regret  that  want  of  space  prevented  the  pnblication  of  this  por- 
tion of  Dr.  Pringle’s  paper  in  our  last  issue. 

Case  Y. 

Osteo-carcinoma  of  inferior  maxilla,  extending  to  tongue  and 
anterior  pillar  of  the  fauces,  with  implication  of  maxillary  gland. 
Excision.  Good  recovery. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  April  of  this  year,  Dr.  Rutter  asked  me 
to  see  a patient  of  his,  a Mr.  McRoberts,  who  had  suffered  for  several 
months  from  cancer  of  lower  jaw,  for  which  he  had  consulted  many 
practitioners  and  got  but  one  answer,  viz.,  that  it  was  beyond  relief 
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On  examination  I found  as  follows  : — The  lower  jaw  was  the 
seat  of  a mass  of  carcinoma,  extending  from  close  to  the  symphysis 
as  far  as  the  right  angle,  encroaching  upon  the  palato-glossiis  muscle 
above  and  incorporated  with  the  lingualis  below,  while  the  sub- 
maxillary gland  of  that  side  was  of  the  bigness  of  a hen’s  egg,  and 
firmly  adherent  to  the  horizontal  ramus.  The  patient  was  sixty-eight 
years  of  age,  and  much  emaciated,  and  described  his  sufferings  as 
dreadful.  I declined  any  operative  interference,  but  as  a palliative  and 
as  a possible  means  of  arresting  the  very  rapid  growth  of  the  tumour, 
I suggested  injecting  the  strong  acetic  acid  by  means  of  the 
hypodermic  syringe.  This  was  done  twice,  the  canula  being  passed 
deeply  into  the  diseased  mass  in  the  mouth,  and  also  into  the  gland. 

Decided  but  only  temporary  relief  ensued,  and  on  the  12th  May 
he  came  beseeching  me  to  “cut  it  out,”  professing  his  willingness  to 
run  any  risk  as  the  pain  was  insupportable,  and  he  could  hardly 
swallow  a mouthful  of  anything.  The  morbid  growth  was  rapidly 
increasing,  and  I at  last  consented,  and  on  the  15th  May  I proceeded 
to  operate,  being  most  efficiently  assisted  by  Dr.  Rutter,  Dr.  Morgan, 
of  Bathurst,  and  Messrs.  Sheedy  and  Edwards.  My  great  hope  lay 
in  the  fact  that  the  tumour,  although  passing  so  deeply  into  the  tongue 
and  back  in  the  palatine  arch,  had  still  not  passed  the  angle  on  to  the 
ascending  ramus,  nor  had  it  crossed  the  mesial  line. 

The  patient  being  chloroformed,  and  the  tongue  secured  by 
forceps,  I began  my  incision  well  to  the  left  of  mesial  lintj,  leaving 
the  prolabium  intact,  carrying  it  along  the  lower  edge  of  the  jaw  as 
far  as  the  lobe  of  the  ear,  tied  the  facial  and  another  artery  that 
spouted  freely,  removed  an  incisor,  notched  the  bone  deeply  in  the 
mental  centre,  and  completed  its  division  with  a powerful  pair  of 
bone  forceps,  passing  the  inner  blade  carefully  between  the  insertions 
of  the  genio-hyoid  and  genio-hyoglossus  muscles  of  each  side,  so  as 
to  retain  the  attachments  of  the  tongue  on  the  healthy  bone.  I had 
now  intended  to  remove  the  bone,  and  afterwards  pick  out  the  en- 
larged submaxillury  gland,  but  I found  them  so  thoroughly  incor- 
porated, that  I thought  it  best  to  dissect  the  whole  out  together, 
tying  the  facial  artery  a second  time  below  its  entrance  to  the  gland. 
Turning  out  the  ala  of  the  bone,  I cut  rapidly  and  carefully  down  to 
the  hyoid  bone,  and  exposing  and  ligaturing  the  lingual  artery  of  the 
right  side,  i divided  it  above  and  cut  away  nearly  one-third  of  the 
base  of  tlu?  tongue  ; then  passing  upwards  1 cut  weil  back  towards 
and  through  the  origin  of  the  palato-glossus,  and  clearing  the  bone, 
divided  it  transversely  just  below  the  sigmoid  notch.  Only  one 
small  vessel  now  required  tying,  and  the  cavity  being  stuffed  with 
lint  soaked  in  a solution  of  chloride  of  zinc,  the  edges  of  the  wound 
were  approximated  by  twisted  and  interrupted  metallic  sutures.  The 
paucity  and  bad  quality  of  his  teeth  made  it  extremely  difficult  to 
retain  the  left  bone  in  situ.  The  mass  removed  weighed  41  ounces. 

The  patient  made  an  uninterrupted  recovery,  the  sutures  being 
removed  on  the  fourth,  sixth,  and  eighth  days,  and  all  the  ligatures 
had  come  away  on  the  twelfth.  He  now  (July  29th),  eleven  weeks 
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after  the  operation,  is  apparently  well,  no  signs  of  any  return  of  the 
disease  either  in  the  mouth  or  neck,  a firm  cartilaginous  substitute 
for  the  bone  has  formed,  and  his  only  complaint  is,  that  the  slight 
drawing  over  of  the  left  half  of  maxilla  interferes  with  mastication  to 
some  extent,  or,  as  he  describes,  “ he  cannot  chew  a tough  beef 
steak he  swallows  perfectly,  and  has  no  pain,  while  he  has  gained 
in  strength  and  stoutness ; at  all  events,  by  his  pertinacity  in  insisting 
on  an  operation  he  has  gained  a fresh  lease  of  comfortable  life  for  a 
while  at  least,  be  it  only  a few  months,  and  for  the  future  it  will  be 
a very  advanced  state  of  matters  indeed  that  would  deter  me,  always, 
of  course,'  with  the  patient^s  consent,  from  a similar  operation. 

I did  not  disarticulate,  because  I was  unwilling,  having  gone  so 
deep  below,  to  run  the  further  risk  of  wounding  the  internal  maxillary 
artery,  and,  also,  because  I conceived  that  dividing  the  bone  close  to 
the  notch  and  leaving  the  condyle  and  insertion  of  the  temporal 
muscle  in  situ  would  create  less  disturbance. than  forcibly  depressing 
the  bone  to  turn  them  out,  while  the  risk  of  the  disease  recurring 
there  was  almost  infinitessimal. 

I dreaded  hcemorrhage  from  the  cut  surface  of  the  tongue  when 
the  collateral  circulation  from  the  left  lingual  artery  was  established, 
but^fortunately  no  such  complication  occurred. 


CASE  OF  KECEERENT  FIBRO  PLASTIC  TUMOUR  IN  A 
CHILD  AGED  ELEVEN  MONTHS. 

By  F.  Milford,  M.D. 

Lawrence  Morgan,  aged  eleven  months,  was  admitted  into  St.  Vin- 
cent’s Hospital  on  the  29th  July,  1871. ' Being  an  infant  at  the 
breast  he  was  accompanied  by  his  mother.  The  history  of  the  case  is 
briefly  this;  The  child  was  born  at  Wollongong,  and  up  to  three 
months  old  was  perfectly  healthy,  but  at  or  about  that  time  atim>our 
on  the  back,  situated  over  the  left  scapula,  about  the  middle  of  its 
posterior  aspect,  and  the  size  of  a small  marble,  made  its  appearance. 
The  tumour  increased  very  rapidly  so  that  a pei’ceptible  change  was 
noticed  day  by  day,  and  at  five  months  old  he  was  placed  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Marshall,  who  excised  the  diseased  part  which,  at  that 
time,  was  about  the  size  of  a small  hen’s  egg. 

Three  months  after  the  operation,  the  mother  noticed,  at  the 
same  place  as  before,  another  tumour  making  its  appearance,  and  in 
about  a month  the  diseased  growth  having  increased  as  rapidly  as  it 
did  on  the  previous  occasion,  the  father  and  mother  brought  the 
child  to  Sydney,  and  consulted  Dr.  Marshall  as  to  the  steps  that 
should  be  taken  to  benefit  the  patient.  Dr.  Marshall  recommended 
excision,  and  accordingly  the  mother  and  child  were  received  into  the 
St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  on  the  14th  June,  1871.  At  this  period  the 
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tumour  was  about  half  the  size  of  a hen’s  egg,  round,  and  easily 
moveable,  of  a hard  consistence,  and  was  diagnosed  to  be  of  a fibrous 
structure.  Dr.  Marshall  had  previously  informed  me,  that  the  tumour 
he  removed  was  of  a fibrous  nature. 

A consultation  was  held  shortly  after  admission,  when  it  was 
considered  advisable  by  the  majority  of  the  consultants  that  no  opera- 
tion should  be  performed  until  some  of  the  incisor  teeth  in  the  upper 
and  lower  jaw,  which  were  slowly  advancing  through  the  gums, 
should  make  their  appearance : accordingly  the  mother  returned  to 
Wollongong,  but  brought  the  child  back  to  Sydney  a short  time  since, 
and  he  was  re-admitted  to  the  hospital,  accompanied  with  his  mother, 
on  the  29th  July. 

When  admitted,  he  seemed  a large,  well-nourished  child,  per- 
fectly healthy ; the  two  lower  middle  incisors  had  made  their  appear- 
ance, while  the  gums  were  somewhat  inflamed  over  the  two  middle 
upper  incisors,  yet  he  did  not  seem  at  all  irritable  or  fretful ; the 
tumour  is  about  the  size  of  a goose’s  egg. 

July  31st.  After  a consultation,  held  to-day,  at  which  Mr. 
Nathan,  Drs.  Bennett,  Cox,  Schuette,  and  myself  were  present,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  tumour  should  be  excised  to-morrow  at  3-30  p.m. 

August  1st.  The  tumour  was  removed  to-day  in  the  presence  of 
Drs.  Bennett,  Schuette,  and  Marshall,  and  Mr.  Nathan,  who  kindly 
assisted.  The  tumour  was  about  the  size  of  a goose’s  egg,  and  was 
adherent  to  the  trapezius  muscle  for  a small  extent,  which  it  was 
necessary  to  remove  with  the  rest  of  the  diseased  mass.  Yery  little 
blood  was  lost,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  ligature  any  arteries. 

After  the  whole  mass  had  been  excised,  the  child  showed  symp- 
toms of  syncope  of  such  an  alarming  chai'acter  that  it  was  thought  at 
one  time  that  he  would  not  be  likely  to  recover.  These  symptoms 
were  as  much  due  to  the  exhibition  of  chloroform  as  to  the  shock  of 
the  operation,  and  the  circulation  and  respiration  being  restored,  the 
free  exhibition  of  brandy  and  water  soon  restored  the  little  sufierer. 

The  tumour  weighed  an  ounce  and  a half  avoirdupois  and  fifty 
grains.  Examination  under  the  microscope  showed  it  to  be  of  a 
fibro-plastic  character  ; upon  cutting  it  through  with  the  scalpel,  the 
sensation  given  to  the  hand  resembled  that  experienced  by  cutting 
scirrhus  cancer. 

August  2nd,  Did  not  remove  dressing  of  wound  ; has  passed  a 
good  night,  had  a healthy  motion,  and  passed  his  water  freely. 

August  3rd.  Slept  well  last  night,  seems  free  from  pain,  and 
takes  the  breast  regularly.  Upon  dressing  the  wound,  and  removing 
the  pad  and  bandage,  a quantity  of  seropurulent  fluid  exuded  from 
the  cavity  before  occupied  by  the  tumour ; the  skin  and  subcutaneous 
tissue  had  united  through  the  whole  length  of  the  incision,  so  that  it 
was  necessary  to  make  a fresh  opening  at  the  most  dependent  part 
for  the  free  exit  of  discharge. 

August  4th.  Case  progressing  favorably ; free  discharge  from 
the  lower  edge  of  wound ; sleeps  well,  takes  the  breast  freely,  and  all 
the  functions  of  the  body  are  regularly  performed. 


CASE  OF  PYCEMIA, 


13 


August  5th.  Is  cooing  and  laughing  all  the  morning  in  his 
mother’s  arms ; removed  sutures  from  wound. 

August  6th.  He  has  been  rather  restless  during  the  night ; the 
gum  over  the  two  upper  incisor  teeth  hot  and  red  ; I scarified  the 
gums  freely  ; bowels  not  relieved  ; to  have  enema  purgans,  and  if  that 
is  not  effectual  to  have  01.  Ricini  5i. 

August  8th.  To-day  it  was  necessary  to  scarify  the  gum  again. 

August  11th.  Upper  right  middle  incisor  tooth  made  its  appear- 
ance to-day  ; wound  nearly  filled  up,  but  slight  purulent  discharge  is 
still  present. 

August  12th.  Upper  left  middle  incisor  passed  through  the 
gums ; is  quite  well ; wound  nearly  healed. 

August  15th.  Wound  healed  ; discharged  cured. 


CASE  OF  PYCEMIA,  UNDER  THE  CARE  OF  R.  SCHUETTE, 
M.D.,  L.S.A.,  SURGEON  ST.  VINCENT’S  HOSPITAL. 

Reported  by  F.  Milford. 

Clara  Warren,  aged  9 years,  a large,  well-developed  child,  was 
admitted  as  in-patient  of  St.  Vincent's  Hospital  on  18th  July,  1871. 

Her  parents  state  that  about  sl  fortnight  since  she  received  a 
blow  from  a stone  which  had  been  thrown  at  her  by  a boy  in  the 
street.  The  projectile  struck  her  on  the  head  and  caused  a slight 
scalp  wound.  About  four  days  after  the  reception  of  the  first  injury 
she  was  carrying  a washing  basin  when  she  fell,  and  in  falling  broke 
the  basin  and  recei^^ed  a scalp  wound  of  an  inch  and  a half  long,  ex- 
tending to  the  bone  situated  on  the  left  side  of  the  head  over  the 
parietal  bone.  She  attended  as  an  out-patient  at  the  Infirmary  for  a 
week,  and  feeling  unable  to  walk  after  this  time  was  visited  at  her 
father’s  residence  by  a medical  gentleman  who  recommended  her 
removal  into  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital. 

On  admission  the  patient  exhibited  great  debility  ; her  pulse  was 
140  to  the  minute,  and  easily  compressible;  tongue  brown  and  dry,  and 
could  take  only  liquid  food ; she  was  delirious,  but  during  lucid  inter- 
vals complained  of  great  pain.  Above  the  anterior  part  of  the  occi- 
pital bone  were  the  remains  of  a small  wound  nearly  healed,  and  over 
the  left  parietal  bone  was  a wound  of  an  inch  and  a half  in  length, 
extending  through  the  scalp  to  the  bone,  which  had  gaped  to  the 
width  of  half  an  inch,  the  edges  of  which  looked  grey  and  unhealthy ; 
pus  was  present  between  the  scalp  and  the  calvarium,  and  an  inflam- 
matory patch  of  a roseate  tinge  wms  present  under  each  eye,  in  which 
indistinct  fluctuation  was  felt.  On  the  back  of  the  right  hand  a large 
accumulation  of  purulent  fluid  was  present ; on  the  right  elbow, 
wrist,  and  shoulder,  and  over  the  bone  of  the  right  scapula,  accumula- 
tions were  present ; an  enormous  abscess  was  also  formed  over  the 
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lumbar  vertebrae,  extending  from  hip  to  hip  ; the  bowels  were  very 
relaxed,  and  the  motions  were  of  a black  color.  The  urine  was  nor- 
mal. Having  examined  it  for  albumen,  I was  unable  to  detect  its 
presence,  although  I tried  the  usual  tests  of  heat  alone,  heat  combined 
with  nitric  acid,  and  nitric  acid  alone.  I could  not  procure  a sufficient 
quantity  of  the  urine  to  enable  me  to  ascertain  its  specific  gravity ; 
the  patient  suffered  so  much  pain  when  moved,  that  the  greatest  dif- 
ficulty was  experienced  in  placing  a bed-pan  under  her,  and  the  larger 
amount  of  the  excretion  escaped  on  cloths  applied  for  that  purpose. 
I examined  the  excretion  with  Collins’  Binocular  Microscope,  mag- 
nifying 375  diameters,  but  could  detect  nothing  abnormal  ; I also 
examined  the  blood  with  the  same  instrument,  and  with  the  same 
result ; the  red  and  white  blood  cells  were  of  the  usual  relative  size 
and  quantity.  The  treatment  adopted  was,  that  she  should  have  as 
much  light  and  digestible  nourishment  given  to  her  as  was  possible, 
that  a linseed  meal  poultice  should  be  applied  over  the  wound  in  the 
head,  and  that  the  following  mixture  should  be  given  : 

: Yin : Ipecac  : 5j. 

Acid  : Phosphat  : 5ij. 

Aq  : Distillatse  3vj. 

M : capiat  3SS  quarta  quaque  bora. 

July  19th.  The  abscesses  are  to-day  increased;  pulse  120;  tongue 
cleaner  and  moister.  The  unopened  abscesses  are  to  be  painted  with 
Tincture  of  Iodine. 

July  20th.  Pulse  120  and  weaker;  tongue  dry  and  brown;  the 
collections  of  pus  have  increased  in  the  previously  mentioned  places, 
and  new  deposits  have  formed  since  yesterday  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  joints;  bowels  relieved  four  times;  takes  her  nourishment  regu- 
larly, and  is  to  have  eight  ounces  of  wine  daily. 

July  21st.  1^0  change  in  tongue  or  pulse;  sleeps  better,  but 
raves  occasionally;  bowels  open,  secretion  from  skin  and  kidneys 
normal.  Pus  has  begun  to  exude  from  the  large  wound  of  the  scalp, 
which  has  also  assumed  a more  healthy  aspect ; all  the  abscesses  are 
larger.  Since  she  has  been  in  hospital,  the  alvine  excretions  have 
been  successively  of  a black,  white,  and  green  color,  and  this  evening 
the  motion  was  streaked  with  blood.  The  muscles  of  the  thumb  of 
the  right  hand  have  a new  deposit  of  pus  formed  in  them.  She  is  to 
take  the  following  powder.  Pulv  : Doveri  gv  h.  s.  The  mixture  has 
also  l)een  altered  to  that  undermentioned. 

R : Ferri  Cit : c : Quina  5j. 

Acid  ; Sulph  : Dil  : 5ij* 

Aquam  ad  3vj. 

M : ft.  mist : capiat  coch  : med  : j 0.  2a  hora. 

July  22nd.  Has  been  more  restless  and  delirious  last  night  than 
she  was  the  night  before ; tongue  moist,  with  small  aphthous  patches 
on  its  surface  ; pulse  120,  much  weaker  than  yesterday;  she  is  in- 
clined to  be  comatose,  but  easily  roused.  The  abscess  under  the  scalp 
of  the  forehead  is  penetrating  downwards  to  the  nose,  and  the 
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abscesses  in  the  cheeks  are  descending  to  the  gums,  purulent  matter 
being  present  in  the  mouth  ; she  is  to  have  the  following  lotion  to 
wash  her  mouth. 

R : Potass  : Chlor  : 5j. 

Acid  ; Hydrochlor : Dil  : )^ij. 

Aquse  Distillatse  ^iv. 

M : ft.  lotio. 

July  23rd.  She  slept  well  up  to  three  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
when  she  cried  from  that  time  to  daylight.  Pulse  100,  tongue  dry. 
Takes  her  wine,  nourishment,  and  medicine  well.  A fresh  collection 
of  pus  has  formed  over  the  left  shoulder  joint.  A black  motion 
passed.  Another  abscess  has  formed  on  the  right  side  of  the  head 
over  the  parietal  bone.  Dr.  Schuette  opened  the  abscess  on  the  left 
side  of  the  nose,  when  about  two  ounces  of  healthy,  inoffensive  pus 
escaped.  Pulse  100,  tongue  cleaner  and  moister.  The  skin  over  the 
abscess  on  the  dorsum  of  left  hand  is  of  a purple  tint,  the  dorsum  of 
each  foot  is  inflamed,  and  the  skin  has  assumed  the  rose  red  color  of 
erysipelas ; indistinct  fluctuation  is  present.  The  heart,  on  being 
examined  to-day,  was  found  normal  in  rhythm,  and  otherwise  healthy ; 
the  lungs  were  partially  examined  also,  and  no  lesion  of  tissue  dis- 
covered; the  abdomen  and  its  viscera  seemed  also  healthy. 

July  25th.  Tongue  dry,  pulse  100;  has  passed  a good  night. 
The  abscess  in  back  was  opened  to-day,  and  about  eight  ounces  of 
purulent  fluid  of  a “ cafe-au-lait ” color  came  away;  a linseed  meal 
poultice  was  then  applied  over  the  opening.  It  was  found  that  some 
slight  hoemorrhage  occurred  after  the  operation  from  the  incision,  and 
the  patient  lost  about  four  ounces  of  blood. 

July  26th.  Slept  very  well  up  to  2 p.m,  when  she  became  rest- 
less, and  remained  so  until  daylight ; pulse  96,  stronger ; tongue  dry. 
Dr,  Schuette  opened  two^abscesses  to-day,  one  over  the  dorsum  of  left 
hand,  and  the  other  on  the  scalp  over  the  right  parietal  bone ; about 
six  ounces  of  jdus  came  away  from  these  abscesses.  Bowels  relieved 
once  during  the  night : it  was,  however,  considered  advisable  that  she 
.should  take  a little  aperient  medicine,  and  accordingly  the  following 
was  prescribed. 

Magnes  : Oarb  : 5j- 

To  be  taken  during  the  course  of  the  day. 

July  27th.  Has  passed  a very  good  night;  another  abscess  has 
formed  over  the  left  shoulder;  respiration.  16  to  the  minute  during 
tranquil  sleep;  pulse  108,  and  weaker;  bowels  hav^e  operated  twice 
since  yesterday ; she  has  vomited,  and  Dr.  Schuette,  considering  her 
too  weak,  did  not  open  any  of  the  abscesses  to-day. 

July  28th.  Respiration  21  to  the  minute,  pulse  108 ; takes  her 
nouiishment  very  well,  and  does  not  vomit ; bowels  relieved  twice 
last  night  and  once  to-day,  the  motions  being  healthy ; she  sleeps 
well. 

July  29th.  Is  decidedly  better;  tongue  moist  and  clean ; pulse 
100,  and  fuller ; abscess  opened  on  right  shoulder,  from  which  about 
four  ounces  of  pus  exuded  ; complains  of  pain  in  the  abscesses  when 


16 


CASE  OF  PTCEMIA. 


she  is  moved  ; no  new  collections  of  pus  have  recently  formed ; the 
large  abscess  at  the  back  of  the  sacrum  and  lumbar  vertebrae  has  filled 
up,  and  only  a small  open  sore  remains  at  the  seat  of  incision. 

July  31st.  Progressing  favorably ; abscess  on  left  side  of  fore- 
head opened,  from  which  abont  three  ounces  of  pus  exuded.  A large 
abscess  has  formed  in  left  upper  arm;  not  so  strong  as  she  was  the 
day  before  yesterday.  In  the  afternoon  the  abscess  in  the  arm  was 
opened  when  about  four  ounces  of  pus  came  away. 

August  1st.  Has  passed  a good  night;  bowels  unrelieved ; tongue 
clean  and  moist;  pidse  120;  respiration  regular,  and  18  to  the 
minute;  the  wounds  on  the  head  granulating.  Tip  to  this  time  seven 
abscesses  have  been  opened  and  about  an  ounce  of  pus  exudes  from 
them  daily  ; they  are  all  poulticed  with  linseed  meal.  There  are  at 
present  three  abscesses  unopened,  one  over  each  knee  joint,  and  one 
over  the  left  e^bow  joint. 

August  2nd.  Since  her  admission  she  has  had  a warm  bath  every 
third  day,  in  which  she  has  remained  usually  about  ten  minutes. 
Sleeps  well,  takes  her  nourishment  better ; bowels  moved  naturally, 
and  has  passed  a healthy  motion.  Tongue  dry,  pulse  110;  another 
abscess  was  opened  in  the  leit  cheek  to-day,  from  which  exuded  about 
an  ounce  of  pus. 

August  3rd.  Has  passed  a good  night ; tongue  clean  and  moist ; 
pulse  100  ; takes  her  food  we’’  ; a healthy  natural  motion  passed  this 
morning.  The  treatment  is  to  be  continued  as  before.  Abscess  over 
right  knee  joint  opened  to-day,  from  which  about  half  an  ounce  of  pus 
exuded  ; the  joint  itself  was  not  implicated. 

August  4th.  Progressing  favorably ; no  change. 

August  5th.  Still  progressing  favorably;  has  taken  a little  solid 
food,  chicken,  bread,  &c.  Tongue  perfectly  clean,  pulse  80  and 
stronger.  Was  taken  out  on  the  verandah  yesterday.  Another  ab- 
scess has  formed  on  the  right  shoulder,  and  one  on  the  right  hip. 

The  Citrate  of  Iron  and  Quinine  mixture  to  be  stopped,  and  the 
following  to  be  gi  ven  instead. 

R : Syrup  : Ferri  lodid  ; 

Ferri  Phosphat : aa.  ^ss. 

Aquse  ^vij. 

M : ft.  mist : capiat  coch : mag  : j.  0.  8a  hora. 

August  6th.  Progressing  favorably.  Abscess  on  left  shoulder 
opened,  from  which  about  three  ounces  of  pus  exuded. 

August  7th.  Weaker  to-day,  pulse  120.  A large  abscess  has 
formed  since  last  report  over  right  shoulder. 

August  9th.  The  abscess  on  right  shoulder  was  opened  to-day, 
when  about  eight  ounces  of  pus  came  away ; an  abscess  has  formed 
over  left  elbow.  Takes  her  food  well,  and  sleeps  well.  She  is  to 
have  a chop  daily  for  dinner.  The  discharge  of  pus  into  the  mouth 
has  ceased,  and  she  is  to  discontinue  the  use  of  the  lotion. 

August  10th.  Abscess  on  right  hip  opened  to-day ; about  six 
ounces  of  pus  came  away ; sleeps  and  eats  well ; tongue  remarkably 
clean ; pulse  very  weak. 
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August  11th.  Another  abscess  having  formed  on  right  shoulder, 
it  was  opened  to-day,  when  about  three  ounces  of  pus  came  away. 
Progressing  favorably  ; pulse  100  ; tongue  clean  and  moist, 

August  13th.  Another  abscess  has  formed  over  right  elbow, 
which  being  opened,  about  two  ounces  of  pus  exuded.  Takes  her  food 
and  medicine  well,  and  complains  very  slightly  of  pain. 

August  14th.  Wound  on  hand  quite  healed;  sits  up  in  the  bed 
and  sings  songs  and  hymns ; takes  two  chops  for  dinner  and  other 
food  in  proportion.  An  abscess,  formed  over  the  left  tibia,  was 
opened  to-day,  when  about  two  ounces  of  pus  exuded.  Two  other 
abscesses  have  formed,  one  over  the  left  tibia,  and  another  very  large 
one  over  the  right  hip. 

August  15th.  Abscess  on  hip  opened,  when  about  eight  ounces 
of  pus  was  removed  from  it. 

August  16th.  Pulse  96,  and  strong ; tongue  clean ; cheeks 
hushed  ; says  she  suffers  no  pain ; takes  nourishment  freely ; progress- 
ing favorably. 

August  20th.  Pulse  80,  tongue  clean ; is  gaining  strength  daily. 
Abscess  on  anterior  part  of  right  leg  opened,  and  about  a quarter  of 
an  ounce  of  pus  was  removed  from  it. 

August  25th.  Tongue  clean,  pulse  76  and  strong  ; she  can  walk, 
and  eats  ravenously ; her  bowels  act  regularly,  and  the  digestive 
organs  perform  their  functions  well.  A small  abscess  having  formed 
in  the  scalp,  was  opened  to-day,  when  about  a quarter  of  an  ounce  of 
pus  was  removed  from  it.  All  the  abscesses  have  ceased  to  discharge, 
but  there  is  slight  inflammatory  action  going  on  around  the  right 
elbow  joint,  the  motion  of  which  causes  pain. 

August  29th.  Is  quite  well  and  walks  about  on  the  verandah  of 
the  hospital ; she  still  has  a ravenous  appetite,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  stiffness  of  the  right  elbow  joint,  which,  however,  is  rapidly 
disappearing,  injury  to  the  nasal  cartilage,  and  loss  of  a quantity  of 
her  hair,  she  seems  to  have  suffered  but  little,  and  comes  out  of  the 
conflict  she  has  just  sustained  with  the  disease  with  apparently  an 
unimpaired  constitution. 

September  4th.  She  was  this  day  discharged  from  hospital,  cured. 

I consider  this  to  be  a case,  the  perusal  of  which  will  interest 
the  re;»der  not  only  on  account  of  the  rarity  of  the  disease,  the  pro- 
gress of  which  I have  endeavored  to  trace  as  briefly  as  I could,  but 
as  an  instance  of  what  the  unimpaired  human  constitution  can  effect 
in  sn  staining  the  attack  of  such  a debilitating  complaint.  More  than 
three  qu  irts  of  pus  were  removed  from  the  little  sufferer  during  the 
six  weeks  that  she  lay  in  bed,  and  eighteen  several  abscesses  were 
opened.  I attribute  her  recovery,  under  Providence,  next  to  the 
surgical  and  medical  skill  of  her  attendant,  and  active,  un- 
ceasing, careful  nursing  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  to  the  admirable 
ventilation  of  the  wards  of  the  hospital. 

Since  writing  the  history  of  the  above  case,  I have  ascertained 
that  Clara  Warren’s  brother,  Charles  Henry  Warren,  aged  five  years 
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and  eleven  months,  received  (whilst  residing  at  the  same  house  where 
Clara  was  living  when  she  met  with  her  accidents,  and  about  three 
weeks  after  she  was  received  into  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital)  a bruise  on 
the  back  of  the  head  resulting  from  a fall,  which  was  followed  in 
about  a week  by  suppuration  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  injured  scalp; 
— that  the  pus  having  arrived  at  the  surface  of  the  scalp,  discharged 
itself,  and  then  the  parents  called  in  a surgeon.  The  case  was  care- 
fully attended  after  this,  and  three  abscesses  were  at  different  times 
opened — one  in  the  scalp,  one  in  the  integuments  of  the  forehead,  and 
another  near  the  nasal  cartilage.  Other  abscesses  formed  in  different 
parts  of  the  body ; and  the  patient  died  about  five  weeks  after  the 
reception  of  the  injury,  from  the  effects  of  pyoemia,  as  the  medical 
certificate  of  the  cause  of  death  stated. 

I regret  that  I have  been  unable  to  procure  notes  of  this  case 
from  the  gentleman  who  attended  it : the  facts  are,  however,  that  two 
cases  of  pyoemia,  arising  from  slight  injuries  to  the  scalp,  occurred  in 
the  same  house,  and  commenced  at  an  interval  of  from  three  weeks  to 
a month  from  each  other. 


IN  RE  ASCHER — MANDAMUS. 

This  was  an  application  for  a mandamus  to  compel  the  Medical 
Board  of  New  South  Wales  to  grant  a certificate  of  registration — or,  as  it 
is  commonly  termed,  a legal  qualification”  as  a medical  practitioner — 
under  the  19th  Victoria,  No.  17,  to  the  present  applicant. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Manning  appeared  in  support  of  the  application,  and  the 
Solicitor-General  showed  cause  against  it. 

The  applicant  was  shown  by  the  affidavits  to  have  passed  through  a 
proper  course  of  study,  to  have  been  duly  examined,  to  have  obtained 
various  diplomas  and  certificates  of  competency,  and  to  have  a degree 
from  the  University  of  Breslau  ; but  it  also  appeared  that  he  had  not 
passed  what  was  termed  the  State  examination,  which  was  necessary  to 
allow  him  to  practise  his  profession  in  his  own  country.  This  fact 
appeared,  from  the  applicant’s  own  answer  to  certain  questions  put  on 
paper  by  the  authority  of  the  Medical  Board,  and  to  which  every  appli- 
cant for  registration  was  required  to  reply,  as  a condition  precedent  to  the 
entertaining  of  his  application.  It  was  stated  that  the  certificate  obtain- 
able on  the  State  examination  was  required  purely  as  a matter  of  revenue, 
and  that  the  non-possession  of  it  afforded  no  proof  whatever  of  the  absence 
of  any  professional  qualification.  The  question  was  whether,  as  the 
applicant,  however  well  qualified,  was  really  not  legally  entitled  to  prac- 
tise in  his  own  country,  the  Medical  Board  could  be  commanded  to 
register  him. 

Their  Honors  decided  this  question  in  the  negative.  There  was  no 
question  as  to  the  professional  ability  of  this  gentleman,  who — from  the 
examinations  he  had  passed  and  the  diplomas  and  certificates  which  he 
held — must  be  assumed  to  be  well-qualified  in  a professional  sense.  But 
the  Statute  required  that,  in  order  to  demand  registration,  he  should  be 
legally  qualified  to  practise  his  profession  in  his  own  country,  and,  upon 
the  applicant’s  own  showing,  this  was  not  the  case. 

Buie  discharged. — Herald,  September,  1871. 
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Males  Hlebixal  #a^ette. 

GCTOBEE,  1871. 


At  the  commencement  of  this,  the  second  year  of  the  existence 
of  the  Gazette^  we  beg  to  inform  Subscribers  that  our  journal 
is  no  longer  owned  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Volunteer 
Force,  but  will  be,  for  the  future,  carried  on  by  one  of  the 
Editors  of  the  first  volume,  who  is  the  sole  proprietor. 

We  have  to  thank  those  gentlemen  who  have  so ‘kindly 
assisted  us  by  contributing  papers  and  cases ; to  acknowledge 
the  courtesy  received  from  both  the  Metropolitan  and  Country 
Press,  and  hope  the  efforts  we  have  made  to  render  our  Publica- 
tion of  a high  character  in  both  a professional  and  scientific 
point  of  view,  have  met  the  approbation  of  our  Subscribers. 

Our  young  journal  having  now  passed  through  the  period 
most  fatal  to  infants,  having  required  great  care  and  nursing  to 
arrive  at  its  present  age,  hopes  that  it  will  still  receive  an 
increased  support  of  the  profession,  so  that  its  vitality  may 
remain  intact,  and  a healthy  youth  may  only  be  the  precursor 
of  a vigorous  adolesence. 

In  September  of  last  year,  a circular  was  sent  to  all  the 
Hospitals  and  Benevolent  Asylums  throughout  the  Colony, 
informing  the  medical  gentlemen  connected  with  them  that 
the  Gazette  would  be  happy  to  publish  cases  of  interest  and 
operations  performed  in  these  various  institutions  ; we  are  sorry 
to  say  that  this  invitation  has  been  met  very  coldly,  and  that 
very  few  cases  connected  with  hospitals  have  appeared  in  the 
first  volume.  We  take  the  opportunity  of  again  reminding 
Subscribers  that  the  Gazette  is  the  organ  of  the  Profession,  and 
that  each  member  of  it  should  strive  to  increase  the  value  of 
•the  paper  by  contributing  such  cases  of  interest  as  will  be  of 
use,  not  only  for  supporting  the  journal,  but  in  more  dis- 
tinctly fixing  the  characteristics  of  the  diseases  of  New  South 
Wales  and  their  treatment. 

In  a pecuniary  point  of  view,  we  have  been  losers,  but  we 
are  happy  to  say  not  to  any  great  amount,  and  the  Proprietor 
hopes  that  next  year,  by  decreasing  the  expenses  as  much  as 
possible  without  curtailing  the  usefulness  of  the  paper,  that  it 
will  prove  a commercial  success.  The  Proprietor  furthermore 
begs  to  inform  Subscribers  that  he  will  use  his  utmost  efforts 
to  maintain  the  high  tone  and  scientific  value  of  the  paper. 
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What  is  to  become  of  the  sick  poor  of  Sydney  when  afflicted 
with  acute  disease,  is  a question  that  has  forced  itself  upon 
many  philanthropists  for  some  years  past. 

In  May  last  a deputation  from  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital,  con- 
sisting of  the  Treasurer,  Secretary,  and  one  of  the  Medical 
Officers,  waited  upon  the  Honorable  John  Eobertson  to  request 
that  the  pauper  patients,  for  whom  no  accommodation  existed 
at  the  Sydney  Infirmary,  should  be  sent  to  the  St.  Vincent’s 
Hospital,  at  the  same  time  stating  that  there  was  room  in  the 
wards  for  forty  additional  beds,  which,  when  provided,  would  be 
always  at  the  service  of  the  Government.  The  Colonial  Secre- 
tary informed  the  deputation  that  the  matter  had  his  cordial 
approbation,  and  requested  the  Secretary  to  the  Hospital  to 
write  him  a letter  advocating  the  views  of  the  deputation,  that 
this  letter  would  receive  his  support,  and,  if  approved  by  his 
colleagues,  the  wisles  of  the  deputation  would  be  carried  out. 

Early  in  September  the  Secretary  to  St.  Vincent’s  received 
the  following  letter  : — 

Sydney,  29th  Angnst,  1871. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  yonr  letter  of  the  4th  May  last,  submitting  a 
proposal  for  the  reception  into  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  of  panper  patients 
for  whom  there  may  not  be  accommodation  at  the  Sydney  Infirm.ary,  I 
am  directed  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  inform  you,  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  unable  to  accede  to  the  } reposal  in  question. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Halloran. 

Gerard  Phillips,  Esq., 

Honorary  Secretary,  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital,  Sydney. 

The  Sydney  Infirma.ry,  although  at  all  times  full  of 
patients,  is  inadequate  to  meet  ail  the  demands  made  on  it 
for  the  relief  of  acute  disease,  of  accidents  and  other  cases  which 
require  the  skilled  attention  of  the  high  class  of  physicians  and 
surgeons  who  visit  that  institution,  and  the  care  and  watchful 
attention  of  the  nurses.  We  have  heard  that,  during  the  last 
six  months,  nearly  two  hundred  patients  have  been  refused  ad- 
mission on  account  of  the  wards  being  unable  to  receive  more 
inmates.  Some  of  the  unfortunates,  who  were  unable  to  pro- 
cure admission,  applied  at  the  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital,  which, 
with  its  present  complement  of  forty  beds,  relieved  as  many  as 
it  could,  but  by  far  the  greater  number  were  of  course  obliged 
to  be  rejected  for  want  of  accommodation.  What  became  of 
this  large  majority  who  were  not  received  into  either  of  the 
hospitals  ? did  they  die  in  the  streets  ? did  they  go  home  and 
die  ? did  they  recover  ? or  are  they  now  lingering,  and  suffering 
from  the  diseases  with  which  they  are  afflicted  without  nursing, 
medicine,  or  proper  food  to  relieve  their  wants  ? 
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We  ourselves  have  known  several  cases  of  persons  suffering 
from  acute  disease,  strong,  robust  men,  who,  if  they  had  been 
received  into  hospital  during  the  progress  of  their  complaints, 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  lived  to  benefit  their  families 
and  the  community  at  large,  whereas,  from  being  struck  down 
while  residing  in  ill- ventilated  dwellings,  and  without  the 
skilled  nursing  only  found  in  hospitals,  speedily  succumbed. 
Application  had  been  made  in  the  cases  alluded  to,  to  both  hos- 
pitals, and  the  answer  had,  in  every  instance,  been,  that  the 
patient  could  not  be  admitted,  there  being  “ no  bed  vacant.” 
We  consider  that  one  of  the  first  duties  of  an  enlightened  Gov- 
ernment is  to  protect  the  health  and  lives  of  its  poor  subjects, 
who,  when  afflicted  with  disease,  are  unable  to  procure 
such  appliances  as  are  requisite  to  relieve  their  suffering,  and 
we  hope  that  additional  wards  will  either  shortly  be  added  to 
the  Infirmary  to  meet  the  constantly  increasing  demands  of  the 
lower  classes  of  the  community,  or  else  that  the  Government 
will  subsidise  the  forty  additional  beds  for  which  there  is  suffi- 
cient space  at  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital. 


AMPUTATION  OF  THE  LEG— FLAP  OPERATION.  ON  A 
MODIFICATION  OF  THE  ABOVE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  New  South  Wales  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, — We  were  taught  at  school  that  two  circles  cannot  touch  one 
another  except  at  one  point.  It  has  often  struck  me  that  this  axiom  is 
somewhat  applicable  in  the  above  operation,  from  the  difficulty  there  is  in 
neatly  adjusting  the  two  convex  edges  of  the  anterior  and  posterior  flaps. 
I accordingly,  in  the  following  case,  made  a slight  addition  to  the  usual 
operation,  which  seemed  to  do  away  entirely  with  this  difficulty,  and  was 
followed  by  the  best  results. 

I was  called  on  the  evening  of  the  21st  ultimo  to  the  Crawford  River, 
some  seventeen  miles  from  this,  where  I found  the  patient,  a little  boy 
six  years  of  age,  suAFering  from  a compound  comminuted  fracture  of  both 
tibia  and  fibula  of  the  right  leg,  with  very  severe  injury  of  the  soft  parts  ; 
he,  with  his  little  sister,  whilst  amusing  themselves  in  the  bush  with  a 
tomahawk,  had  succeeded  in  cutting  down  a sapling  five  inches  in  dia- 
meter and  very  tall,  and  before  he  could  get  away  it  fell  upon  his  leg 
causing  the  injury.  The  destruction  of  the  parts  was  so  great,  I felt 
satisfied  his  only  chance  was  in  amputation,  which  I decided  to  perform 
at  the  return  of  daylight.  The  parents,  who  were  Very  poor,  had  only  a 
slab  hut,  through  the  crevices  of  which  the  morning  air  blew  very  keenly, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  procure  the  services  of  another  medical  man,  so, 
soon  after  daylight,  I put  him  under  chloroform,  and  then  handed  that 
agent  to  Mr.  Francis  John  Ashley,  my  cousin,  who  kindly  assisted  me. 
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After  amputation  in  the  usual  way,  commencing  with  the  anterior 
flap  and  the  heel  of  the  catlin,  I tied  the  popliteal  just  above  its  bifurca- 
tion ; I then  brought  up  the  lower  flap,  and  seizing  it  by  its  centre  or 
apex,  I pinched  up  sufficient  to  bring  the  remainder  of  its  edge  on  either 
side  into  juxta-position  with  the  upper  flap  ; I next  separated  this  portion 
with  the  catlin,  thereby  removing  a somewhat  triangular  portion  of  skin 
and  subcutaneous  tissue,  causing  a wound  which,  when  brought  together 
with  sutures,  was  a simple  straight  line.  By  this  means  the  lower  flap 
was  changed  from  a convex  to  a concave  edge  which  exactly  coincided 
with  the  convex  edge  of  the  upper  or  anterior  flap  ; these  I brought 
together  with  the  simple  suture,  and  treated  the  whole  with  that  most 
excellent  modern  application  carbolic  acid  and  glycerine. 

On  the  26th  the  stitches  were  removed,  and  the  ligature  came  away, 
the  parts  had  thoroughly  adhered  by  the  first  intention,  and  on  the  6th 
instant  (sixteen  days)  the  whole  had  healed,  and  the  lad  was  removed  to 
a sofa  where  he  sat  in  a reclining  posture,  full  of  fun  and  looking  very 
happy  and  quite  himself  again. 

The  form  of  scar  was  of  course  a crescent  with  a straight  line  (in  this 
case  2j  inches  in  length)  depending  from  its  centre,  and  so  accurate  was 
the  adjustment  of  the  parts  that,  1 must  say,  I never  saw  a prettier  little 
stump.  On  the  fifth  day  some  severe  cohstitutional  symptoms,  arising 
from  shock,  showed  themselves  chiefly  in  convulsions  coming  on  at  twelve 
o’clock  midnight : under  quinine  (an  extra  strong  dose  of  which  at  half- 
past eleven  p.m.  each  night  was  followed  by  marked  good  results)  toge- 
ther with  ammonia,  aether,  wine,  and  beef  tea,  all  these  unpleasant  symp- 
toms passed  away,  and  he  made  a rapid  recovery.  Some  of  our  bush 
sages,  amongst  them  a Police  Magistrate,  said,  “ it  would  have  been 
better  to  let  the  poor  little  fellow  die  and  go  to  Heaven  at  once.  ” I told 
this  gentleman  that  one  great  object  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery  was  to  save  life,  and  that  it  is  not  for  us  to  judge  whether  a 
fellow-creature  will  be  benefitted  more  by  going  to  Heaven  at  once  than 
by  remaining  a little  longer  on  this  sublunary  sphere.  I believe  the 
profession  will  bear  me  out  in  this. 

Should  some  surgeon  of  the  colony  who  has  more  opportunity  than 
myself  of  testing  the  matter,  think  the  above  plan  worthy  of  trial,  I 
should  be  glad  to  hear  the  result  of  his  experience  after  practising  it. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  ASHLEY,  L.S.A. 

Holly  Mount,  Stroud,  Port  Stephens, 

7th  September,  1871. 


COMPLETE  INVERSION  OF  THE  UTERUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Nev)  South  Wales  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, — On  the  morning  of  the  22nd  instant  I was  sent  for  to  see  a 
Mrs.  B — Primapara,  well  developed,  set.  about  twenty-two,  just  deli- 
vered of  a living  child  at  the  full  time  by  a midwife  ; the  placenta  had 
come  away.  The  midwife  stated  that  “ there  was  something  wrong, 
either  another  afterbirth,  or  something  grown  behind  the  one  just 
removed.”  The  patient  was  restless,  sighing,  cold,  and  very  pale.  There 
had  been  profuse  hemorrhage.  On  putting  my  hand  over  the  lower  part 
of  the  abdomen  I could  not  feel  any  uterus.  On  examination  I found  the 
whole  uterus  hanging  out  of  the  vagina  completely  inverted.  Half  a 
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tumbler  of  brandy  was  given  at  once.  I reverted  the  uterus  with  little 
trouble,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  feeling  it  contract  on  my  hand,  which 
was  well  up  in  the  fundus  ; this  was  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after  the 
birth  of  the  child.  Fifteen  minims  of  Battly’s  Liq.  Opii,  &c. , was  then 
gi-ven.  The  nurse  and  friends  all  stated  that  the  placenta  came  away 
easily  after  a slight  cough  and  blowing  on  the  back  of  the  hand,  immedi- 
ately followed  by  the  uterus  without  force  or  dragging  at  the  funis.  The 
placenta  was  intact  with  the  membranes,  the  funis  neither  torn  nor 
stretched,  which  would  have  been  the  case  had  much  force  been  used,  as 
the  cord  was  very  weak.  Mrs.  B.  complained  of  cramps  and  numbness  of 
the  limbs  next  day,  with  nausea  and  headache,  perhaps  from  the  brandy, 
but  is  now  doing  well,  although  weak  and  anoemic  from  the  great  loss  of 
blood.  When  I arrived  I expected  her  to  die  any  moment. 

Owen  Spencer  Evans. 

Balmain,  September  24,  1871. 


TBISMUS  NASCENTIUM. 

To  the  Editor  oj  the  Neiv  South  Wales  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, — Mrs.  S.  was  confined  on  the  19th  August,  of  a strong  healthy 
boy;  on  the  20th  I observed  that  he  was  very  restless,  and  seemed  to  be 
suffering  pain,  for  which  I ordered  some  carminative  aperient.  21st, 
skin  of  a dusky  hue;  towards  evening  decided  symptoms  of  “ Trismus” 
set  in ; child  unable  to  take  the  breast.  Examined  navel,  looked 
sloughy,  and  skin  around  purplish  and  puffy.  Applied  Spt.  Tere- 
binth freely,  and  ordered  it  to  be  applied  at  intervals  of  two  or  three 
hours,  also  gave  olive  oil  and  Spt.  Terebinth  internally,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one  drop  to  a teaspoonful,  every  hour,  until  the  bowels 
were  freely  moved.  22nd,  a marked  improvement ; child  able  to 
suck.  23rd,  all  dangerous  symptoms  had  passed  away. 

I have  seen  several  fatal  cases  of  this  most  fatal  disease,  and 
this  case  looked  quite  as  bad  and  hopeless  as-  any  I exev  saw.  Having 
witnessed  the  utter  failure  of  narcotics,  I avoided  them  altogether  in 
this,  as  I am  convinced  many  children  have  been  simply  poisoned  by 
their  use.  I would  probably  have  used  the  ‘‘  Chloral  Hydrate  ” if 
the  bad  symptoms  had  not  been  relieved  ; but  there  was  no  occasion 
to  do  so. 

I give  this  case  for  what  it  is  worth,  hoping  that  it  may  lead  to 
equally  favorable  results  in  the  hands  of  other  obsteteric  practitioners. 
At  this  date  the  child  continues  quite  well. 

A.  Moffit,  Physician,  &c. 

27th  September,  1871. 


Otorrhcea. — Carbolic  Acid. — The  use  of  the  following  lotion  is  produc- 
tive of  almost  uniformly  good  results  in  chronic  otorrhoea.  Carbolic  acid, 
one  drachm  ; glycerine,  one  ounce  ; distilled  water,  five  ounces. — Braith- 
imite’s  Retrospect  of  Medicine,  1871. 
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On  the  11th  September  the  right  forearm  of  a human  being  was  found 
at  Manly  Beach  on  the  sands  about  100  yards  west  of  the  pier.  On  the 
13th  we  had,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Coroner  and  Dr.  Hamilton,  at 
whose  residence  it  was  deposited,  an  opportunity  of  examining  it.  It 
appeared,  from  its  general  “ contour,”  to  be  that  of  a female.  The  epi- 
dermis had  come  away  from  the  fingers,  thumb,  and  palmar  aspect  of  the 
hand,  a portion,  however,  remained  over  the  muscles  of  the  thumb  and 
the  wrist  ; the  nails  were  also  absent ; it  had  a soddened  aspect ; crepita- 
tion was  apparent  when  pressure  was  made  on  the  limb.  The  whole  of 
the  integuments  of  the  little  finger  and  the  two  last  phalanges  were 
absent,  while  the  first,  though  present,  was  entirely  denuded  ; the  lower 
end  of  the  metacarpal  bone  articulating  with  the  little  finger  was  bare, 
and  a small  opening  had  been  made  into  it  as  if  with  an  awl.  Over  the 
lower  part  of  the  forearm,  at  the  spot  where  the  pulse  is  usually  felt  by 
physicians,  was  an  incision  evidently  made  by  a sharp  instrument  extend- 
ing diagonally  downwards  and  outwards  from  nearly  the  middle  of  the 
forearm  to  the  extremity  of  the  radial  side  of  the  wrist,  it  was  an  inch 
and  a half  long,  half  an  inch  wide,  and  a quarter  of  an  inch  deep  ; the 
tendon  of  the  flexor  longus  pollicis  muscle  was  divided.  On  the  upper 
portion  of  the  limb  where  the  division  had  taken  place  that  separated  it 
from  the  upper  arm,  the  skin  presented  a clean  cut  all  round,  similar  to 
the  appearance  that  is  presented  by  a limb  after  amputation  by  a surgeon 
by  the  circular  method  ; the  straight  line  of  the  skin  was  perfectly  con- 
tinuous, with  the  exception  of  about  an  inch  and  a half  at  the  posterior 
aspect  of  the  olecranon  process  of  the  ulna,  which  presented  a jagged 
appearance.  The  muscles  had  been  cleanly  divided  down  to  the  bone  ; 
the  whole  appearance  of  the  cut  j)ortion  of  the  limb  was  that  of  a pyramid 
(the  usual  apjjearance  after  amputation  by  the  surgeon,)  the  bone  being 
the  apex,  and  the  skin  the  outside  of  the  base  of  the  pyramid.  The  skin 
had  retracted  from  the  extremity  of  the  cut  humerus  about  three  inches 
at  its  longest  on  the  anterior  aspect,  and  about  an  inch  at  its  shortest  on 
the  posterior  aspect  of  the  limb.  Portions  of  sand  and  debris  of  shells 
and  seaweed  remained  adherent  to  the  exposed  muscular  and  cellular 
tissue.  The  elbow  joint  was  open  ; its  bones,  cartilages,  and  external 
and  internal  lateral  ligaments  were  all  uninjured  and  in  situ.  About  half 
an  inch  of  the  lower  extremity  of  the  humerus  was  adherent  to  the  limb, 
making  the  elbow  joint  perfect.  The  solution  of  continuity  that  separated 
the  lower  fragment  of  the  humerus  from  the  upper  was  transverse,  and 
had  the  appearance  as  if  it  had  been  separated  by  means  of  a violent  blow 
inflicted  by  a heavy  sharp  instrument.  The  limb  is  well  nourished, 
measures  fifteen  and  a half  inches  in  length,  and  nine  and  a half  inches 
in  its  largest  circumference,  and  probably  belonged  to  a female  of  about 
five  feet  one  inch  or  five  feet  two  inches  in  height. 

We  understand  that  W.  W.  Spencer,  Esq.  and  B.  FyfFe,  Esq.  have 
resigned  their  appointments  as  District  Surgeons  in  connection  v/ith  the 
Sydney  Infirmary  and  Dispensary. 

The  Industrial  School  Buildings  at  Newcastle  have  been  occupied  as 
another  Government  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  about  two  hundred  patients 
have  been  received  there  during  the  month  from  the  Parramatta  and 
Gladesville  institutions. 
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The  walls  and  roof  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  Blind  Institution, 
near  the  Newtown  Toll-bar,  have  been  erected,  and  it  is  supposed  that 
the  building  will  be  completed  by  Christmas  next. 

A meeting  took  place  at  the  Colonial  Secretary’s  Office  oh  the  1 4th 
September  in  reference  to  the  land  of  the  University  Paddocks.  The 
University,  the  Presbyterian  College,  the  proposed  Wesleyan  College, 
and  the  proposed  Prince  Alfred  Hospital  were  represented.  The  Colonial 
Secretary  and  Solicitor-General  were  also  present.  It  was  agreed,  after 
some  discussion  amongst  the  various  bodies,  that  a piece  of  land  next  to 
that  belonging  to  St.  J ohn’s  College,  and  with  a frontage  of  500  feet  to 
the  Missenden-road,  should  be  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  the  Prince 
Alfred  Hospital  and  a medical  school  in  connection  with  it,  and  that 
should  the  Senate  of  the  University  agree  to  the  erection  of  the  buildings 
on  the  proposed  site,  the  matter  would  be  brought  before  the  Legislature 
to  confirm  the  validity  of  the  transfer. 

The  City  Health  Officer’s  Report  shows  some  statistics  that  present 
the  deadly  nature  of  the  epidemic  that  has  recently  appeared  in  Sydney. 
In  the  months  of  June,  July  and  August,  95  persons  died  from  the 
diseases  of  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  whooping-cough.  Mr.  Dansey 
considers  the  prevalence  of  the  strong,  dry,  cold  westerly  winds  to  be  one 
of  the  principal  causes  of  these  complaints,  and  recommends  the  use  of 
steam  as  a prophylactic  and  curative  measure.  We  quite  agree  with  him, 
and  we  have  found  “ Dr.  Seigel’s  Improved  Inhaling  Apparatus”  most 
useful  in  the  treatment  of  these  complaints.  The  little  instrument  is 
elegant,  commodious,  can  be  used  by  any  person  with  average  intellect, 
and  possesses  the  advantage  while  generating  steam  of  allowing  any 
medicinal  fluid  to  be  mixed  with  it,  so  that  the  mingled  vapour  being 
inhaled,  comes  into  immediate  contact  with  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
bronchial  tubes  and  air  cells. 

‘‘  Wilful  Murder.”  The  recent  verdict  in  the  Parramatta-street 
case  has  given  rise  to  much  discussion,  and  it  may  not  therefore  be  idle 
to  quote  from  the  latest  authority  what  does  constitute  the  crime  of 
‘‘  Murder.”  In  the  able  rej)ort  of  the  Commissioners  on  Law  Reform, 
ordered  to  be  printed  in  May  last,  we  find  the  following  in  reference  to 
the  punishment  of  death  : — ‘‘  But  it  is  right  to  observe  that  this  last 
(often  the  only  dreaded)  penalty  is  retained  in  every  British  Code,  as  a 
just  and  salutary  measure,  for  the  technical  crime  of  murder  without 
exception  or  qualification  of  any  kind.  We  advisedly  use  the  word 
technical,  in  order  to  notice  the  fact  that  this  crime,  although  popularly 
by  no  means  so  understood,  may  be  committed  without  previous  malice  ; 
that  an  immediate  intention  to  kill  any  one,  much  less  the  particular 
individual,  is  not  essential  to  it ; and  that,  in  certain  cases,  even  an 
omission,  may  suffice  to  constitute  the  legal  guilt.  * * * * The  act 

of  shooting  at  a tame  fowl  with  intent  to  steal  it  whereby  a man  is  killed, 
whom  the  malefactor  never  saw  or  heard  of,  is  murder,  and  punishable 
by  death.  Two  cr  more  men  engage  in  a design  to  commit  some  felony 
perhaps  equally  trivial,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  it  one  of  them  in  a 
scuffle  kills  his  assailant,  all  the  party  are  equally  guilty  of  Murder. 
* * * * ^ mischievous  beast,  known  by  the  owner  to  be  so,  is  turned 

loose  by  him  among  a crowd  with  intent  merely  to  frighten  people,  and 
the  death  of  one  among  them  is  the  result  ; or  a laborer  throws  stones 
from  a height  into  a frequented  street,  without  giving  any  warning,  and  a 
passer  by  is  accidentally  killed — in  each  instance  the  act  is  murder.” 
So  the  late  verdict,  apart  from  all  incidents  of  stabbing,  was  probably 
right. 
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An  excellent  article  appeared  recently  in  the  Herald,  extracted  from 
the  Daily  News,  giving  an  account  of  an  institution  at  Henrietta-street, 
Covent  Garden,  London,  for  the  following  purposes  “ To  present  to 
the  public,  under  medical  supervision,  a class  of  nurses  fit  for  every 
emergency  connected  with  the  sick  room,  medically  and  surgically  ; to 
bring  together  highly  respectable  nurses  for  the  lying-in  chamber  ; to 
facilitate  the  acquisition  of  wet  nurses  of  good  constitution,  and  those 
who  are  adapted  for  the  bringing  up  of  infants  who  may  be  deprived  of 
maternal  care.  A separate  department,  to  consist  of  fever  nurses,  who 
undertake  the  management  of  all  contagious  diseases  ; male  and  female 
attendants  to  be  provided  for  chronic  invalids— those  addicted  to  habits 
of  intemperance,  or  suffering  from  any  temporary  aberration  of  intellect ; 
and,  lastly,  a communication  to  be  carried  out  between  nurses  arriving 
from  India  and  the  Colonies,  in  order  to  provide  families  with  proper 
attendants  for  distant  voyages.  ” A similar  establishment  here  in  con- 
nection with  one  of  the  servants’  registry  offices  would,  in  all  probability, 
under  competent  medical  suiweillance,  be  of  infinite  benefit  to  the  general 
community. 

Appointments. — Mr.  Charles  Jones  Grant  to  be  Government  Medi- 
cal Officer  and  Vaccinator  for  the  district  of  Forbes.  Mr.  Lewis  Gordon 
Davidson,  M.D. , to  be  Coroner  for  the  district  of  Cooma.  Mr.  Walter 
John  Carroll,  to  be  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  Suburban  Battalion  of 
Volunteer  Rifles. — Government  Gazette. 
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MULTIPLE  ABSCESS,  ERYSIPELAS  AND  PHLEGMON  COMBINED  IN  A PERSON 
AFFECTED  WITH  ALBUMINOUS  URINE  : BY  M.  LONDE. 

This  very  interesting  case  has  come  under  the  observation  of  Dr. 
Henry  Gintrac  : it  shows  that  persons  affected  with  albuminous  urine  are 
very  liable  to  inflammation  of  the  skin  and  cellular  tissue,  and  in  such 
persons  these  affections  are  very  liable  to  assume  a serious  aspect.  Dis- 
eases in  general  which  from  their  gravity,  or,  above  all,  from  their  long 
duration,  trouble  or  weaken  the  work  of  nutrition  in  the  whole  of  the 
organism,  predispose  to  inflammations  which  often  assume  a gangrenous 
character  and  cause  death.  Albuminuria,  diabetes,  suppurations  of  long 
duration,  all  predispose  to  these  grave  inflammations.  M.  Verneuil  has 
several  times  called  the  attention  of  surgeons  to  this  subject.  This  is  the 
short  history  given  by  M.  Londe  ; 

A man  of  35  years  of  age,  a stoker  on  board  a steamer,  was  attacked 
with  intermittent  fever  of  the  tertiary  type,  in  1865.  It  disappeared  at 
the  end  of  two  months  and  a half,  and  came  back  the  second  time  accom- 
panied with  oedema,  pain  in  the  loins,  and  loss  of  vision  on  the  left  side. 
He  was  not  benefited  by  treatment  after  undergoing  it  during  some 
time.  On  the  30th  December,  1867,  the  invalid  came  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  Henry  Gintrac,  and  he  was  then  suffering  from  albuminuria.  After 
a month  and  a half’s  treatment  his  general  health  was  much  improved, 
and  no  albumen  showed  itself  in  the  urine  ; he  wished  to  return  to  his 
usual  duties,  and  was  discharged.  He  came  back  on  the  7th  March, 
presenting  anew  all  the  symptoms  of  albuminuria,  and  on  the  15th  March 
he  was  attacked  by  acute  articular  rheumatism,  lightly.  At  the  end  of  a 
fortnight  the  rheumatism  disappeared,  and  the  quantity  of  albumen  in 
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the  urine  sensibly  diminished.  Atrophy  of  the  right  deltoid  muscle 
supervened.  During  the  month  of  March,  from  the  15th  to  the  20th, 
abscesses  showed  without  apparent  cause  on  different  parts  of  his  body, 
both  the  trunk  and  the  limbs  : they  contained  quantities  of  healthy  pus, 
and  healed  sufl&ciently  well  after  incision.  On  the  11th  June,  erysipelas 
of  the  scalp  supervened  ; there  was  no  erysipelas  in  the  wards  at  the  time, 
and  it  was  not  around  the  abscesses  where  it  originated.  Under  saline 
purgatives  the  erysipelas  disappeared.  On  the  25th  June,  the  convales- 
cent experienced  a fresh  attack  of  erysipelas  of  the  face  and  scalp,  which 
extended  soon  to  the  left  arm  and  became  phlegmonous.  All  the  cellular 
tissue  of  the  arm  and  a portion  of  the  skin  became  gangrenous.  The 
patient  died  suffering  from  marasmus.  Up  to  the  last  day  his  urine  con- 
tained albumen. — Translated  from  the  Gazette  Medicate  de  Paris,  20th 
May,  1871. 

CAUSES  OF  STERILITY. 

An  important  paper  appeared  in  the  third  volume  of  “ Transactions  of 
the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  New  York,”  by  Dr.  J.  Kummerer,  concern- 
ing the  pathological  causes  of  sterility  in  women.  Long  before,  in  the 
year  1836,  Dr.  Mayer  of  Berlin  had  formed  analogous  statistics.  Of  272 
cases  observed  by  him,  there  were  two  cases  of  absence  of  uterus,  sixty 
of  antiflexion,  thirty-seven  of  retroflexion,  thirty-eight  of  antiversion, 
three  of  retroversion,  forty-five  of  inflammation  of  vulva,  fourteen  of 
whom  had  the  hymen  unruptured  after  several  years  of  married  life, 
fifty-one  of  inflammation  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  womb,  twenty-five 
of  inflammation  of  the  ovaries,  twenty-three  of  ovarian  tumors,  twelve  of 
uterine  polypi,  six  of  fibrous  tumors  of  the  womb,  and  one  of  elephan- 
tiasis of  the  external  organs  of  generation.  In  six  cases  no  pathological 
state  was  apparent. 

Dr.  Kummerer  mentions  functional  derangements  as  well  as  organic 
lesions,  and  mentions  the  symptoms  which  the  patients  complain  of. 
Some  patients  only  complain  of  sterility,  others  of  functional  derange- 
ments, and  principally  of  the  disorders  of  menstruation,  of  nervous  and 
digestive  disorders,  and  of  pain  in  different  parts  of  the  body.  The 
symptoms  which  have  induced  the  patients  to  consult  a medical  man  are 
these  : dysmenorrhoea,  sixty-nine  cases  ; menorrhagia  and  metrorrhagia, 
fifty-seven  ; small  amount  of  menstruation,  forty-one  ; premature  cessa- 
tion of  menstruation,  four;  amenorrhoea,  two  ; delay  in  menstruation,' 
eight ; habitual  abortions,  three  ; hysteria,  ten  ; meagrim,  three  ; inflam- 
mation of  vagina,  two  ; intercostal  neuralgia,  one. 

Anatomical  details  are  placed  under  four  heads  : — 

1st.  Anomalies  of  Position. — Retroversion,  twenty;  antiversion, 
eighteen  ; dextroversion,  ten  ; sinistroversion,  ten  ; procidentia,  eight  ; 
prolapsus,  one. 

2nd.  Anomalies  of  the  Uterine  Tissue. — Anteflexion,  eighty-three  ; 
retroflexion,  seventy-one  ; hypertrophy,  sixty-five  ; atrophy,  three  ; 
atrophy  of  the  neck,  one  ; diminution  of  the  size  of  the  external  orifice  of 
the  uterine  canal,  and  narrowness  of  the  canal  of  the  neck,  eleven  ; con- 
traction of  the  os  uteri,  thirty-five  ; fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterine  parietes, 
ten  ; carcinoma,  five  ; polypi,  six. 

3rd  (Jatarrhs. — In  the  number  of  408  cases  of  sterility  that  he  has 
observed.  Dr.  Kummerer.  has  found  342  cases,  or  about  seven-eighths  of 
the  whole  affected  with  uterine  catarrh. 

In  the  majority  of  these  cases  the  catarrh  was  limited  to  the  cervical 
portion,  but  in  those  cases  where  there  was  flexion  of  the  uterus,  or  con- 
traction of  the  canal,  the  dilated  cavity  of  the  body  was  the  seat  of  a very 
active  hypersecretion. 
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4th.  Affections  of  the  neighboring  Organs. — Cases  of  acute  or  subacute 
perimetritis  or  peritonitis,  twelve  ; adhesions  after  anterior  peritonitis, 
fourteen  ; periuterine  tumors  of  undiscovered  seat,  seven  ; gonorrhoea, 
two  ; acute  catarrh  of  vagina,  one  ; pelvic  abscess,  one. 

5th.  General  Conditions  and  Accidental  Maladies. — It  is  necessary  to 
mention  here  secondary  syphilis,  eight  ; valvular  disease  of  the  heart  and 
hypertrophy  of  that  viscus,  five  ; tuberculosis,  four. 

In  hospital  practice  three  cases  alone  were  treated.  In  private  prac- 
tice, out  of  201  cases  treated,  twenty-five  have  since  given  birth  to  well- 
formed  children,  one  hundred  have  not  been  treated,  and  twenty-five  are 
still  undergoing  treatment. 

The  most  favorable  results  have  been  obtained  in  cases  of  catarrh  of 
the  neck.  The  most  unfavorable  have  been  adhesions  of  the  uterus, 
anteflexion,  and  smallness  of  the  external  orifice.  Dr.  Kummerer  has 
not  used  cutting  instruments  in  these  last  cases,  and  has  more  confidence 
in  dilatation,  which,  however,  does  not  succeed  so  well  when  there  is  nar- 
rowing of  the  internal  orifice  of  the  canal.  For  the  catarrh  he  has  used 
applications  of  nitrate  of  silver  and  injections  of  iodine  and  carbolic  acid. 
— Translated  from  Gazette  Medicale  de  Parisy  2Sth  Jime,  1871. 
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SKIN-TRAXSPLANTATION. 

Dr.  Czerny,  of  Vienna,  has  undertaken  experiments  with  the  epithe- 
lium by  means  of  a piece  of  uvula  which  had  been  excised.  He  buried 
small  portions  of  it  in  the  granulating  surfaces  left  after  amputation  of 
the  breast  in  two  patients.  One  trial  failed,  but  in  the  other  a satisfac- 
tory island  formed,  which  eventually  joined  the  advancing  margins  of  the 
wound.  Transplantation  from  the  dog  or  rat  upon  man,  or  vice  versa,  did 
not  succeed.  Dr.  Strieker,  however,  stated,  at  a meeting  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  Vienna,  that  a Russian  physician  had  successfully  transplanted 
the  skin  of  his  OAvn  thigh  upon  a dog.  Dr.  Czerny,  urged  by  Billroth, 
excited  a granulating  surface  in  a dog  by  means  of  a seton,  and  connected 
with  the  pouch  thus  formed  pieces  of  cancer  from  the  lip  and  breast,  by 
means  of  sutures.  Four  such  experiments  failed  entirely. — Allg.  Med. 
Cent.  Zeit.y  May  6,  1871. 

THE  PENALTIES  OF  FASHION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Lancet. 

Sir, — When  imperious  Fashion  dictated  that  the  ladies  should  wear 
“ frisettes”  in  their  hair,  and  by  much  padding  convey  the  notion  that 
chronic  hydrocephalus  was  epidemic  amongst  them,  no  thought,  it  may 
confidently  be  affirmed,  was  given  to  any  advantage  which  the  naturalist 
might  gain  ; and  yet  he  is,  next  to  the  coiffeur  himself,  who  naturally 
rises  in  the  world,  like  a bubble,  by  capillary  attraction,  the  greatest 
gainer  of  them  all.  He  will  find  few  richer  hunting  grounds  than  a lady’s 
back  hair  ; and  he  who  wishes  to  study  the  habits  of  the  minuter  Crus- 
tacea cannot  do  better  than  open  out  a pad  which  has  been  worn  for 
some  little  time  (a  process  necessary  to  thoroughly  hatch  the  eggs  and 
develop  the  larvae),  to  be  almost  invariably  rewarded  by  finding  ample 
store  of  pediculi  in  various  stages  of  development.  Of  course  the  ingenious 
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barber  argues  that  the  fedvce  naturce,  produced  existed  “ in  the  tangled 
masses  of  JSTeseva’s  hair”  before  ever  she  wore  a pad  ; but,  alas  for  our 
hairdresser,  this  statement  is  often  like  the  Communist  bulletins,  inge- 
nioits,  but  untrue.  He  thinks,  poor  foolish  man,  that  the  boiling  and  the 
baking  which  the  false  hair  undergoes  rid  it  of  all  life,  ignorant  of  the 
power  which  these  ova  possess  of  resisting  the  most  searching  influence  of 
the  burning  fieiy  furnace. 

Is  it  not  time,  Sir,  that  the  higher  education  of  women  led  them  to 
discard  a foolish  African  fashion  for  a style  at  once  more  classical  and 
more  cleanly  1 

Within  the  last  week  I have  been  consulted  by  three  ladies  for  a very 
troublesome  and  irritable  irritation  on  the  hairy  scalp.  In  every  instance 
the  fons  et  origo  mali  proved  to  be  pediculi.  In  each  instance  the  sym-  ' 
ptoms  had  first  appeared  after  the  purchase  of  new  x>ads.  How  is  it 
possible  under  such  circumstances,  to  either  think  or  say  “ I)e  mortuis 
nil  nisi  bonum  ” 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Messenger  Bradley. 

Manchester,  May  24,  1871. 

ON  THE  EFFICACY  OF  VACCINATION. 

Dr.  Coste  has  described,  in  the  Montpellier  Medical,  April  and  May 
last,  an  account  of  an  epidemic  of  variola,  which  was  observed  in  a small 
locality  (2102  inhabitants)  in  the  last  three  months  of  1870.  That  this 
epidemic  was  severe  is  shown  by  the  fact  that,  out  of  the  just  named 
population,  750  people  were  attacked,  of  whom  101  died.  To  show  how 
vaccination  is  neglected  in  some  parts,  Dr.  Coste  mentions  that  three- 
fourths  of  the  children  were  not  vaccinated  ; but  forthwith  733  such 
operations  were  performed.  A fourth  of  the  persons  thus  vaccinated 
were  already  sickening  with  the  complaint  ; but  all  the  cases  turned  out 
very  mild,  and  none  died.  The  village  was  remarkable  for  the  complete 
want  of  public  cleanliness  ; and  the  disease,  having  been  imported  by  a 
boy  returning  from  school,  spread  rapidly.  Three  patients  had  had  the 
small-pox  previously,  two  bore  very  distinct  marks,  the  third  only  a slight 
scar  on  the  forehead,  and  this  patient  died.  The  likelihood  of  transmis- 
sion of  srnall-pox  to  the  foetus  was  illustrated  in  the  following  manner  : — 
Eight  years  ago,  in  this  village,  a woman  nine  months  pregnant,  had 
variola  ; she  was  confined,  and  as  it  was  thought  that  the  child  was 
saturated  with  the  disease  it  was  not  vaccinated.  This  same  child,  how- 
ever, had  confluent  small-pox  during  the  present  epidemic.  His  sister, 
who  was  protected,  came  in  constant  contact  with  him,  but  escaped. — 
Lancet,  June  17. 

SUBPERIOSTEAL  RESECTION  OF  JOINTS. 

This  method  has  lately  been  illustrated  in  a striking  manner  by  Dr. 
Czerny.  This  surgeon  showed,  at  a meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
Vienna,  the  elbow-joint  of  a girl  who  had  just  died  of  pneumonia,  and 
upon  whom  subperiosteal  resection  had  been  performed  by  Prof.  Billroth 
three  years  before.  The  form  of  the  joint  had  been  regenerated,  the 
cartilaginous  covering  and  synovial  membrane  being  clearly  apparent,  as 
in  a healthy  articulation.  The  shape  of  the  articular  surfaces,  however, 
was  somewhat  different  from  the  normal  aspect,  and  had  some  analogy 
with  the  structure  of  the  knee-joint,  as  interarticular  ligaments  had  been 
thrown  out,  but  without  interfering  with  mobility.  The  insertion  of 
muscles  looked  quite  natural,  and  the  tendon  of  the  biceps  being  spread 
out,  gave  more  power  and  leverage  to  the  movements  of  flexion.  We 
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have  had,  on  several  occasions,  to  remark  that  this  mode  of  operating 
has  not  found  sufficient  favor  in  this  country.  It  is  high  time,  seeing 
that  Billroth  has  been  so  wonderfully  successful  in  this  case,  that  the 
benefits  of  subperiosteal  resections  should  be  extended  to  British  patients. 

■ — Lancet,  June  17. 

Small-pox  caused  altogether  29  deaths  in  the  eight  principal  towns  of 
Scotland  during  the  month  of  May  last ; in  London  alone  the  deaths  from 
that  disease  in  the  same  months  were  over  1200. 
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Anesthetics. — Nitrous  Oxide  Gas.  -Anaesthesia  from  the  inhalation 
of  nitrous  oxide  gas  is  usually  procured  in  one  minute  and  twenty  seconds. 
In  thirty  seconds  the  colour  of  the  skin  turns  slightly  livid,  and  in  sixty 
seconds  the  pulse  falls  in  force  and  frequency,  the  breathing  becoming 
often  laboured  and  sometimes  stertorous.  A nervous  twitching  of  the 
hands  is  often  the  most  prominent  mark  of  complete  anaesthesia.  There 
is  never  any  of  the  struggling  so  common  during  the  excited  stage  of 
chloroform.  Recovery  is  usually  rapid  and  complete,  the  patient  waking 
up  as  if  from  sleep.  The  longest  period  during  which  the  anaesthesia 
lasts  is  one  minute,  but,  by  alternating  it  with  air,  insensibility  has  been 
kept  up  for  as  long  as  twenty  minutes.  Dr.  Richardson  considers  that 
it  acts  simply  by  producing  asphyxia,  and  is,  therefore,  a most  dangerous 
anaesthetic.  It  appears  likely,  however,  to  supersede  chloroform  in  all 
operations  not  lasting  over  one  minute,  its  advantages  being — 1,  Its 
safety  ; 2,  The  absence  of  troublesome  after-effects  ; 3,  The  rapidity  of  its 
administration  ; 4,  The  sitting  position  is  the  most  suitable  for  its  admin- 
istration ; 5,  The  absence  of  anything  unpleasant  in  its  taste  and  smell. 
The  only  fatal  case  which  has  occurred  fairlv  from  its  administration  was 
one  of  phthisis,  so  that  the  existence  of  that  disease  should  be  accepted 
as  a contra-indication  of  its  use. — Braithwaiteh  Retrospect  of  Medicine, 
1871. 

Carbolic  Acid  as  a Local  Ancesthetic. — Carbolic  acid  possesses  wonderful 
powers  as  a local  annesthetic.  If  a portion  of  skin  is  covered  with  a cloth 
soaked  in  a saturated  solution  of  carbolic  acid  for  half  an  hour,  and  then 
a streak  traced  across  the  surface  with  a camel’s  hair  brush  dipped  in  acid 
liquefied  by  one-twentieth  its  bulk  of  water,  the  skin  may  be  divided 
along  the  course  of  the  streak  with  a sharp  scalpel,  quite  down  to  the 
subcutaneous  cellular  tissue,  without  causing  ’ any  pain.  Abscesses, 
whitlows,  and  buboes,  may  be  opened  with  great  advantage  in  this  man- 
ner. Sometimes  it  is  necessary,  when  making  an  incision  through  the 
integument,  to  brush  out  the  wound  made  with  some  liquefied  acid  before 
making  the  incision  deeper. — Braithwaite’s  Retrospect  of  Medicine,  1871. 

Oil  of  Peppermint  as  a Local  Ancesthetic. — Oil  of  peppermint  lightly 
applied  to  the  seat  of  pain,  with  a camel’s  hair  pencil,  will  often  give 
instantaneous  relief  in  cases  of  facial  neuralgia.  It  is  so  used  by  the 
natives  of  China. — Braithivaite’s  Retrospect  of  Medicine,  1871. 
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Infection. — Beady  Method  of  Preventing. — There  is  perhaps  no  plan 
of  preventing  infection  so  ready  as  the  production  of  sulphurous  acid  by 
the  combustion  of  sulphur.  To  disinfect  a bed,  whilst  the  patient  is 
temporarily  removed  from  it,  pass  a copper  warming  pan  into  the  bed, 
containing  a few  live  embers  and  a little  sulphur.  The  pan  should  be 
moved  about  during  the  ignition  of  the  sulphur.  By  burning  sulphur  in 
an  open  vessel,  closets,  carriages,  passages,  and  vacated  chambers  of  the 
sick  may  be  easily  disinfected.  Clothing  may  be  lightly  sponged  over  or 
sprinkled  with  water  containing  a little  well-mingled  sulphur,  and  then 
ironed  with  a flat  iron  heated  to  a temperature  which  will  cause  volatili- 
sation of  the  sulphur  without  burning  the  linen. — Braithwaiteh  Betrospect 
of  Medicine,  1871. 

Leeches — Hoiv  to  apply.  — Always  before  applying  leeches  apply  a 
mustard  plaster  to  the  part.  The  leeches  will  bite  with  the  greatest 
avidity,  and  the  flow  of  blood  is  far  more  copious  than  would  be  thought 
likely  or  possible.  So  much  so  is  this  the  case  that  caution  is  required, 
only  two  or  three  being  required  instead  of  half  a dozen.  If  bread  poul- 
tices are  applied  afterwards  the  blood  flows  as  if  it  would  never  stop. — 
Braithwaite’s  Betrospect  of  Medicine,  1871. 

Gonorrhoea. — Permanganate  of  Potash  Injections. — Permanganate  of 
potash,  of  the  strength  of  five  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  is  a valuable 
injection  in  cases  of  gonorrhoea  and  gleet.  The  strength  may  be  increased 
up  to  fifteen  grains.  It  should  be  used  four  times  a day.  As  the  per- 
manganate loses  its  virtue  by  admixture  with  any  extraneous  matter,  or 
exposure,  it  is  advisable  to  mix  the  injection  before  using  it. — Braith- 
waite’s Betrospect  of  Medicine,  1871. 

Lightning-Stroke. — In  lightning-stroke  there  is  liberation  of  gases 
from  the  blood  ; distension  of  veins  in  all  parts  ; pressure  on  the  brain  in 
the  closed  cavity  of  the  skull,  and  insensibility  as  the  result  of  the  pres- 
sure. The  opening  of  a vein  at  once  relieves  all  this  embarrassment,  and 
the  distended  right  side  of  the  heart  is  set  at  liberty  to  re-commence  its 
contractions,  the  nervous  centres  are  relieved,  and  if  the  blood  is  not 
actually  disorganised,  nor  organic  structure  ruptured,  the  natural  func- 
tions are  restored,  and  life  is  saved. — Braithwaite’s  Betrospect  of  Medicime, 
1871. 

N^vi. — Bemoval  by  the  Ecraseur. — The  removal  of  large  naevi  may  be 
effected  with  ease  by  means  of  the  ecraseur.  Two  hare-lip  pins  must  first 
be  passed  through  the  base  of  the  tumor,  and  the  chain  of  the  dcraseur  be 
passed  below  them.  It  is  well  to  make  a very  shallow  incision  through 
the  skin  (to  the  depth  of  | of  an  inch),  as  it  is  not  easily  divided  by  the 
chain.  The  chief  advantages  are  the  linear  cicatrix  which  results,  and 
the  small  amount  of  hemorrhage. — Braithwaite’s  Betrospect  of  Medicine, 
1871. 

Eczema.  — It  is  a good  plan  to  combine  with  the  benzoate  of  zinc  oint- 
ment a small  quantity  of  spirits  of  wine,  in  the  proportion  of  one  drachm 
to  the  ounce  ; the  spirit  softens  the  ointment  and  facilitates  its  applica- 
tion ; it  produces  a feeling  of  coolness  whicli  is  agreeable  to  the  heated 
surface,  and  it  has  besides  a gentle  stimulant  effect  on  the  nerves  of  the 
skin.  The  application  relieves  the  heat,  the  stifihess,  and  the  itching, 
and  the  relief  continues  until  the  ointment  dries  up  or  is  accidentally 
removed. — Braithwaite’s  Betrospect  of  Medicine,  1871. 
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OPERATIONS  PERFORMED  IN  THE  SYDNEY  INFIRMARY. 


Pregnancy. — To  Calculate  the  day  of  Confinement — The  average  dura- 
tion of  pregnancy  is  287  days,  rather  shorter  than  has  been  generally 
taught.  To  calculate  the  time  of  delivery  the  plan  is  simply  as  follows  ; 
Find  the  day  on  which  the  female  ceased  to  menstruate,  or  the  first  day 
of  being  what  she  calls  well.  Take  that  day  nine  months  forwards  as 
275  days,  unless  February  is  included,  in  which  case  it  is  taken  as  273 
days.  To  this  add  three  days  in  the  former  case,  or  five  if  February  is  in 
the  count,  to  make  up  the  278.  There  are,  however,  so  many  irregulari- 
ties that  the  date  arrived  at  only  gives  the  week  during  which  the  con- 
finement will  probably  take  place.  — Braithwaite’s  Retrospect  of  Medicine, 
1871. 

Obstruction  in  the  Eustachian  Tube. — These  cases,  which  generally 
arise  from  catarrh,  are  often  curable  by  the  following  method,  known  as 
PolitzeFs  : — Place  the  tube  of  an  india-rubber  force  pump  within  one  of 
the  nostrils  of  the  patient,  and  then  close  the  other  by  pressure  with  a 
nasal  pad.  The  patient  then  swallows  by  degrees  a small  quantity  of  water 
previously  taken  into  the  mouth,  and  the  surgeon  at  each  successive  act 
of  deglutition,  compresses  the  air  bag  held  in  his  own  right  hand.  Air  is 
forced  each  time  up  the  Eustachian  tube,  overcoming  at  once  any  mode- 
rate degree  of  obstruction. — Braithwaite^s  Retrospect  of  Medicine,  1871. 


®;petattoit$  fJnfomcb  in  ify 

September  3. — Strangulated  femoral  hernia.  Dr.  M‘Kay. 

September  12. — Iridectomy,  Dr.  Jones.  Cataract  needle  opera- 
tion, Dr.  Jones.  Cataract  extraction.  Dr.  Jones.  Division  of  iris 
for  contraction  after  operation  for  cataract,  Dr.  Jones. 

September  13. — Removal  of  metatarsal  bone  of  great  toe.  Dr. 
M‘Kay.  Removal  of  portion  of  femur  for  necrosis,  Mr.  Fortescue. 

September  18. — Excision  of  eye  ball,  Mr.  Fortescue.  Strangu- 
lated femoral  hernia,  Mr.  Fortescue. 

September  20. — Operation  for  entropium,  Mr.  Fortescue. 

September  22. — Operation  for  strabismus,  Mr.  Fortescue.  Iri- 
dectomy, Mr.  Fortescue. 


BIRTHS. 

On  the  8th  September,  at  her  residence,  64  Bridge-street,  Mrs.  Charles  F. 
Eichler,  of  a son. 

On  the  13th  September,  the  wife  of  W.  J.  G.  Bedford,  Esq.,  Victoria 
Barracks,  of  a daughter,  prematurely,  which  only  survived  a few  hours. 

DEATH. 

On  the  24th  September,  at  Charlotte-place,  Church-hill,  Alfred  Bruce 
Fyffe,  fourth  son  of  Mr.  B.  Fyfle,  surgeon,  &c. , aged  three  years. 


We  have  received  the  undermentioned  newspapers  : — The  Singleton 
Times,  Tenterfield  Star,  Nev)  England  Times,  Kiama  Pilot,  Illawarra  Mer- 
cury, Manning  River  News,  Shoalhaven  News,  Monaro  Mercury,  Burran- 
gong  Argus,  Macleay  Herald,  Sydney  Punch,  Illustrated  Sydney  News, 
Australian  Medical  Gazette,  Australian  Medical  J ournal,  and  Gundagai 
Times. 


J.  F.  ABELL, 

PHARMACEUTICAL  AND  DISPENSING  CPIEI^HST, 
187  George  St.  Norths  near  Circular  Quay, 
SYDNEY. 


W.  J.  BENTLEY, 

Late  Chief  Dispenser  to  F.  E.  S toper,  Woolloomooloo, 

Chemist  and  Druggist, 

No.  92  BATHURST  STREET  (Between  Castlereagh  and  Pitt 
Streets),  SYDNEY. 

~ HENRY  PENNEY, 

Late  N.  IVeckes, 

DISPENSING  CHEMIST, 

216  Parramatta  Street,  Sydney. 

E.  H.  KNOWLES, 

Chemist  and  Druggist, 

No.  209  SUSSEX  STREET  SYDNEY  (Corner  of  Druitt  St.) 

Prescriptions  accurately  and  carefully  dispensed. 


w.  H.  McCarthy, 

FAMILY  AND  DISPENSING  CtlEMIST, 

7 Hunter  Street,  Sydney. 


EDWARD  PORTER,  Jun., 

CHEMIST,  Sfc., 

NEWTOWN. 

DISPENSING  AT  moderate  charges, 

JOHN  McGARVIE, 

CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST, 

226,  TOP  OF  William  Street,  Sydney. 


W.  PRATT,  Chemist  and  Druggist, 


521  GEORGE  STREET,  SYDNEY, 

Has  on  hand  a well-assorted  stock  of  PURE  DRUGS  and  CHEMICALS,  imported  direct  froii 
the  best  London  Houses.  Agent  for  the  sale  of  H.  A.  Thompson’s  Pharmaceutical  Preparation.' 


J.  HAMILTON, 

Dispensing  Chemist,  Importer  of  Pure  Drugs  and  Chemicals, 
133  REGENT  ST.,  BOTANY  ROAD,  SYDNEY. 

~ T.  HUMPHRIES, 

From  Gould's,  Oxford  St.,  Londofi, 

Apothecaries’  Hall,  Newtown  Road, 

H.  COBCROFT, 

FA-5Iir.Y  A-ND  DIS1PKNSI3SIO  CHEMIST 

175  SOUTH  HEAD  ROAD,  SYDNEY, 

A FEW  DOORS  FROM  BOURKE  STREET. 

A select  stock  of  Pure  Drugs  and  Chemicals  always  on  hand. 


SOUTH  HEAD  ROAD  DISPENSARY. 


Takes  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  members  of 
the  Medical  Profession  for  past  favors,  and  hopes,  by 
unremitting  attention  to  the  Purity  of  ail  Articles 
supplied  by  him,  to  enjoy  a continuance  of  their 
confidence. 


87  SOUTH  HEAD  ROAD. 


X4=  SOXJTH 

NEAR  HYDE  PARK. 


W.  D.  EAMES 


Respectfully  returns  liis  tlianks  to  tlie  *Ynembers  of  the  Medical  Profession 
for  the  confidence  they  have  reposed  in  him  during  the  last  nine  years, 
and  hopes  that  he  may  continue  to  be  favoured  with  their  kind  recommen- 
dation . 

His  establishment  is  now  replete  with  every  convenience  for  the  accurate 
dispensing  of  Prescriptions.  The  purest  Drugs  and  Chemicals  only  are  used, 
and  the  newest  Medicines  obtained  as  soon  as  possible. 

W.  D.  Eames  would  also  take  this  opportunity  of  reminding  the  profes- 
sion that  he  still  carries  on  business  at  his  Branch  Establishment,  Pad- 
dington, where  prescriptions  are  carefully  and  promptly  prepared  at  a great 
saving  of  time  to  the  residents  of  that  locality  and  its  environs.  His  stock 
here  being  daily  replenished  from  his  other  establishment,  medicines  may  be 
relied  upon  for  their  freshness  and  purity. 


